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Memoirs  of  the  celebrated  5/r  Ri¬ 
ch  ard  Steele. 

MONO  the  men  of  literature  and 
genius,  whofc  memories  merit  pre- 
fervation,  is  Sir  Richard  Steele. 

lie  was  born  about  the  year  1676  in 
Ireland,  in  which  kingdom  one  branch 
of  the  family  was  pofiefled  of  a  corvUde* 
rablc  eft  ate  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 
His  father,  a  counfellcr  at  law  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  was  private  fecretary  to  James  duke 
of  Ormond,  but  he  was  of  Engliib  ex¬ 
traction,  and  his  fon,  while  very  young, 
being  caj  rled  to  London,  be  put  turn  to 
fchool  at  the  Charter-houfc,  whence  he 
was  removed  to  Merton  college,  Oxfi>rd, 
where  he  was  admitted  a  poft-maAer  in 
1692.  HU  inclination  and  genius  being 
turned  to  polite  literature,  he  commen¬ 
ced  author  during  bis  rehdence  in  the 
univerfity,  and  adually  hiUnied  a  co¬ 
medy,  which,  however,  he  thought  6t 
tofupprefs  as  unworthy  of  his  genius. 
Mr  Steele  was  well  beloved  and  rclpec- 
ted  by  the  whole  focitty,  and  had  a 
great  intered  W’ith  them  after  be  lA  the 
nniverlily,  which  hr  did  without  taking 
^ny  degree,  in  the  full  rcfblution  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  army.  was  high- 
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Iv  difplcafing  to  his  friend? ;  but  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  his  pallion  for  a  military  life 
rendered  him  deaf  to  any  other  propo- 
fal.  Not  being  able  to  procure  a  better 
datipn,  he  entered  as  a 'private  gentle¬ 
man  in  the  horfc-guatds,  notwithfUnd- 
ing  he  thereby  loft  the  fucceflion  to  his 
Irifb  eftate.  However,  as  he  had  a  flovr 
of  good  nature,  a'  generous  opennefs, 
and  franknefs  of  temper,  and  a  fpark- 
ling  vivacity  of  wit,  theiir  qualities  ren¬ 
dered  him  the  delight  of  the  military, 
and  procured  him  an  enfign's  commlf- 
iion  in  the  guards.  In  the  mean  time, 
having  made  choice  of  aprofriljon,  w'bicb 
fet  him  free  from  all  the  ordinary  re- 
(Iraints  of  youth,  he  fpartd  not  to  in¬ 
dulge  bis  inclination  in  the  wildeft  ex¬ 
cels.  Yet  his  gaieties  and  revels  did 
not  pafs  without  fome cool  hours  of  re-, 
fiction,  and  in  theie  it  was  he  drew  up, 
hib  little  treatife,  intitlcd,  **  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Hero,”  withadefign,  if  we  may  be¬ 
lieve  bimfclf,  to  be  a  check  to  his  pal- 
Goni.  for  this  ufe  and  purpofe  it  had 
lain  fome  time  by  him,  when  he  printed 
it  in  i7or»  VUb  a  dedication  to  lord. 
Cults,  who  had  appointed  him  bis  ie- 
cretary,  and  procured  |iim  a  comp^fiy  ui 


Tcnl  Lucas’s  rcpmcnt  of  fuzilccrs.  The 
whole  plan  ;4iu!  It'iior  of  thi-  author’s 
book  was  Inch  a  flat  contradiction  to  the 
^'cncral  courfc  oi  his  life,  that  it  became 
a  lubjeCt  of  much  mirth  and  raillery;  but 
ttiefe  iliafts  had  no  ctKifl  ;  he  neifevertil 
invariably  in  the  fame  coulradivlion ;  and 
though  he  had  no  pnwer  to  change  his 
heart,  yet  his  pen  was  never  proltituted 
to  his  follies.  Under  the  irfluence  of 
that  good  fenfe,  he  wrote  his  comedy 
called  the  Fmura).  This  play  prcciircd 
him  the  regard  ot*  king  William,  who 
rcfolved  to  give  him  fome  tireniial  marks 
of  his  favour;  and  though,  upon  thu 
piincc’s  death,  his  hopes  were  difap- 
poinrrd,  yet,  in  the  beginning  of  queen 
Anrte’s  reign,  he  was  nppoinicd  to  the 
protiiabie  place  of  gaz’/eteer.  lie  owed 
this  peft  to  the  triendfliip  of  loiii  flali- 
f  jx  and  the  carl  of  Sunderland,  to  whom 
he  had  been  recommended  by  hisfehoo!- 
feflow  Mr  AddifiWi.  'I’hat  gentleman 
all'o  lent  him  a  helping  hind  in  promo¬ 
ting  the  comedy  called  the  Tender 
Ibilband,  which  was  acted  in  1704  with 
great  fiiccefs;  but  his  next  play,  the 
l.ying  Trover,  found  a  very  dilTerent  fate. 
Upon  this  icbntF from  the  Itage,  he  turn¬ 
ed  the  fame  humorous  current  into  ano¬ 
ther  channel,  and,  early  in  the  year  i  '»oo, 
he  began  t®  nublifli  the  Taller,  which 
admirable  p'per  was  undertaken  in  con¬ 
cert  with  l)r  Swift,  llis  reputation  was 
lifrfet'tiy  eflahlilhed  by  this  woik;  and 
dnri'.*  the  coiirfe  of  if  he  was  made  a 
eommifrioner  of  the  Ihami’-diities  in  1710 
Upon  the  change  of  the  miniftry  the 
lame  year,  he  lidtd  with  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  wfio  had  feveral  years  en¬ 
tertained  a  friendihip for  him;  and,  upon 
his  grace’s  difmitri  m  from  all  employ¬ 
ments  in  1711,  Mr  Steele  addrefied  a 
Utter  of  thanks  to  him  for  the  fervices 
done  to  his  country.  However,  as  our 
avthor  ftill  continued  to  held  his  place 
ill  the  flamp-oflice,  under  the  new  ad- 
miniflraiii'n,  he  forebore  entering  with 
hispt  ii  upon  political  fubje^^s:  But  ad¬ 
hering  more  clnfely  to  Mr  Addifon,  he 
ifropt  the  Tatler;  and  afterwards,  by 
the  alTiftancc  chiefly  of  that  fteady  friend,' 
he  carried  on  the  fame  plan  iinrler  the 
title  of  the  SpcCfator.  The  fuccefs  of 
this  paper  was  equal  to  that  of  the  for- 
ni'T,  which  encouraged  him,  before  the 
ck*fc  of  it,  to  proceed  upon  the  fame  de- 
fign  in  the  character  of  the  Guardian. 
Tills  was  opened  in  the  bcgliiiiing  of  the 


year  1713,  and  was  laid  down  in  0i5to- 
ber  following  ;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  it, 
his  thoughts  took  a  ftrange  turn  to  po¬ 
litics,  and  he  engaged  with  great  warmth 
agaifill  the  miniltry;  and  being  deter¬ 
mined  to  profeciite  his  views  that  way, 
by  procuring  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  he  immediately  removed  all  ob- 
ftacles  tl>ereto.  For  that  purpofe  he 
took  care  to  prevent  a  forcible  difmiflion 
from  his  pod  in  t’ue  damp- office,  by  a 
timely  rcfignation  I'f  it  to  the  earl  of 
Oxfoid;  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  up  a 
peufion,  which  had  been  till  this  time 
p  ii  J  him  by  the  queen,  as  a  fervant  to 
the  late  prince  George  of  Denmark.  Af¬ 
ter  this  he  wrote  the  famous  Guardian, 
upon  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  which 
was  publillied  Augud  7.  1713  ;  and  the 
parliament  being  diflolved  the  next  day, 
the  Guardian  was  foon  followed  by  fevc- 
ral  other  warm  political  traits  againd 
the  adminidsatioii.  Uprin  the  meeting 
of  the  new  parliament,  Mr  Steele  having 
been  returned  a  member  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Stockbridge  in  Dorlcllhire, 
took  his  feat  accordingly  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  but  was  expelled  thence  in  a 
few  days  after,  for  writing  feveral  fcan- 
dalous  and  feditious  libels,  as  he  had 
been  indeed  forcw’arned  by  the  author 
of  a  periodical  paper,  called  the  Exami¬ 
ner.  Piefently  after  his  expuUion,  he 
publillied  propofals  for  writing  the  Hif- 
toiy  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  At 
the  fame  time  he  alfo  wrote  the  Spin- 
der;  and  in  oppofuion  to  the  Examiner, 
he  fet  up  a  paper  called  the  Reader, 
aud  continued  publiflnng  feveral  other 
things  in  the  fame  fpirit,  till  the  death 
of  the  queen.  Immediately  after  which, 
as  a  reward  for  thefe  fervices,  he  was  ta¬ 
ken  into  favour  by  her  fuccefTor  to  the 
throne,  king  George  I.  and  appointed 
furveyor  to  the  royal  dables  of  Hamp- 
tor.-court,  and  put  into  the  commiffion 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex ;  and  having  procured  a  licence  for 
cliief  manager  of  the  company  of  come¬ 
dians,  he  eafily  obtained  it  to  be  changed, 
ill  the  year  1714,  into  a  patent  from  his 
majedy,  appointing  him  governor  of  the 
f.iid  company  during  his  life,  and  to  his 
txeculors,  admii.idrators,  and  affigns, 
for  the  fpace  of' three  years  afterwards, 
lie  was  alfo  chofen  one  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  for  Borrow-bridge  in  Yorkdiire, 
in  the  fird  parliament  of  that  king,  who 
conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  u- 
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von  him,  April  i8.  1715;  *nil  in  Anpuft 
i.)llo\viiip  he  received  500 1.  from  Sir 

Uobert  Walpole  tor  Ipecial  Icrviccs. - 

'i'hus  highly  encouraged,  he  triumphed 
over  his  opponents  in  levcral  pamphlets 
xvrote  in  this  and  the  following  year. 
In  1717  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
conuniHloners  for  inquiring  into  the  ef- 
tates  foifeited  by  the  late  itbellion  in 
Sjotl.ind.  Tliis  carried  him  into  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  where,  how 
unwelcome  a  gneft  foevtr  he  might  be 
It)  the  generality,  yet  he  received,  from 
i'cveral  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  the 
molt  diltinguilhing  marks  of  refpe^S.  In 
1718  he  buried  his  fecond  wife,  who  had 
brought  him  a  handfome  fortune,  and  a 
good  eltale  in  Wales;  but  neither  that, 
nor  the  ample  adi^itions  lately  made  to 
his  income,  were  fuflicient  to  anfwcr  his 
deinatids.  The  thoughtlefs  variety  of 
liis  fpirit  often  reduced  him  to  little 
fhifis  of  wit  for  its  fupport ;  and  the 
projctft  of  the  Filh-pool,  this  year,  owed 
it‘<  birth  chiefly  to  the  projedfor’s  nccef- 
fities.  The  fv)Uowing  year  he  oppofed 
the  reriiaikable  peerage-bill  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons;  and,  during  the  courfe  of 
this  oppcfition  to  the  court,  his  licence 
for  acting  plays  wa.s  revoked,  and  his 
patent  rendered  incftVdual,  at  the  in- 
ilince  of  the  lord  chamberlain.  He  did 
his  ntmoU  to  prevent  fo  great  a  lofs,  ami 
hnding  every  dire*^  avenue  of  approach 
to  his  royal  mailer  eficdlually  barred  a- 
gainft  him  by  his  powerful  adverfary,  he 
h  id  rtcourfc  to  the  method  of  applying 
ti)  the  public,  in  hopes  that  his  com¬ 
plaints  would  reach  the  ear  of  his  fovc- 
leign,  though  in  an  indirci5l  courfe,  by 
that  channel.  In  this  fpirit  he  formed  the 
plan  of  a  periodic.!!  paper,  to  b?  publiih- 
cd  twice  a- week,  tinder  the  title  of  the 
Theatre,  the  firil  number  of  which  came 
out  on  the  ad  of  January  1719-10.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  misloituue  of  being 
out  of  favour  at  court,  like  other  mif- 
fortiincs,  drew  after  it  a  train  of  more. 
During  the  courfe  of  this  paper,  in  which 
lie  aflumed  the  feigiH’d  name  of  Sir  Jolin 
I.dgar,  he  was  outrageoufiy  attacked  by 
Mr  De  nnis,  the  noted  critic,  in  a  very 
abuhve  pampiilet,  intitlcd  The  Charac¬ 
ter  and  Conduct  of  Sir  John  Edgar. - r 

To  this  infult  our  author  made  a  proper 
reply  in  the  Theatre. 

While  he  was  ilruggling  with  all  his 
might  lb  favc  hlmlclf  from  ruin,  he  found 
time  to  turn  his  pen  againft  Ibc  noifehie- 


vous  South-Sea  feheme,  which Jiad  near¬ 
ly  brought  the  nation  to  ruin  in  1720— 
and  the  next  year  he  was  reftored  to  his’ 
olficc  and  authority  in  the  play-houfe  in 
Driiry-Iane.  Of  this  it  was  not  long' 
before  he  made  an  additional  advantage, 
by  bringing  his  celebrated  comedy,  cal¬ 
led  the  Confeious  Lovers,  upon  theftage, 
where  it  was  aded  with  prodigious'fuc-. 
cel’s;  fo  that  the  receipt  there  had  been 
very  con  filler  able,  bclidcs  the  profit  ac¬ 
cruing  by  the  falc  of  the  copy,  and  .1 
purfe  of  500 1.  given  him  by  the  king, 
to  whom  he  dedicated  it.  Yet,  iioiwiih- 
(landing  thefe  ample  recruits,  in  the 
year  following,  being  reduced  to  the  ut-. 
mod  extremity,  he  fold  his  ihare  in  the 
play-houfe,  and  foon  after  commenced 
a  law-fuit  with  the  managers,  which,  in 
1726,  was  determined  to  his  difadvan- 
tage.  Having  now  again,  for  the  lalt 
time,  brought  his  fortune,  by  the  mod 
hccdlefs  profufion,  into  a  defperate  con¬ 
dition,  he  was  rendered  altogether  inca¬ 
pable  of  retrieving  the  lofs,  by  being 
lei  zed  with  a  paralytic  diforder,  which 
greatly  impaired  his  underdanding.  In 
thefe  unhappy  circumdanccs  he  retired 
to  his  fc .at  at  Lauguanpr,  near  Carmai- 
then  in  Wales,  where  he  paid  the  lad 
debt  to  Nature,  on  the  silt  of  Septem¬ 
ber  I724i  and  was  privately  interred, 
according  to  his  own  defire,  iu  the  church 
of  Carmarthen. — Among  his  papeis  were 
found  the  manuferipts  of  two  plays,  one 
c-alled  the  Gentleman,  founded  upon 
the  .Eunuch  of  Terence,  and  the  other 
intitlcd  the  School  of  Adion,  both  near¬ 
ly  finiihed. 

Of  three  children  which  Sir  Richard 
bad  by  his  fccoml  wife,  Elizabeth,  being 
the  only  one  then  living,  was  married 
young,  in  1731,  to  the  honourable  John 
Trevor,  then  one  of  the  Welch  judges, 
and  now  baron  Trevor  of  Bromham. — 
Sir  Richard  was  a  man  of  undiflembled 
and  ixtenfive  benevolence;  a  friend  to 
to  the  friendlefs;  and,  as  far  as  Iris  cir- 
cumdances  would  permit,  the  fatlier  of 
every  orph.an. — His  works  arc  chafte  and 
manly.  He  was  a  dranger  to  the  molt 
didaiit  appearance  of  envy  and  malevu- 
lence,  never  jealous  of  any  man’s  gi  ow- 
i.ng  reputation,  and  fo  far  from  arroga¬ 
ting  any  praife  to  himfelf  from  his  con- 
jniisltion  with  Mr  Addifon,  th.it  he  .was 
the  hrd  who  deiired  him  to  didinguif^i 
his  papers.  Hi>i  greated  error  was  want 
of  ceconoaiy :  ho.vcvcr,  he  was  certain- 


ly  tbr  nnft  agrcfahle,  and  (if  we  may 
K'  al!oT\td  the  cxpreffion)  the  nfioft  in¬ 
nocent  rake  that  ever  trodc  the  rounds 
c'f  indulgence. 

Discourse  en  Human  Life. 

0\L  niglit  lately  af  I  was  fall  afleepin 
Dcd,in  my  garret  in  Grnb-drert,  mt- 
t-i  .  gut  that  Dot^tor  Swift  appeared  to 
I.  :  lly  the  defcription  j  had  read  of  him 
1  innicdlitly  knew  who  he  was,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  piof'iiitd  reverence  on  my  part, 
and  tome  few  mutual  Ci)mplimeiU3,  \vc 
h):ned  dilcoiirfe,  which  turned  np»'n 
the  miniftry  and  matteisof  ftaie.  lie 
cenfiiicil  many  very  great  men,  and 
their  mcalurts,  in  the  fevered  terms; 
blit  as  what  he  f.aid  on  this  fubjeO,  tho’ 
irne,  would  he  deemed  a  libel,  and  as 
he  is  nov%’  out  of  the  reach  of  our  laws, 
I  dare  not  reveal  his  fenliments  on  thelc 
matters,  for  fear  of  being  put  to  trouble 
as  the  publilher. 

Dining  our  converfation  1  was  under 
gnat  embarraffment  (t!ie  interview  be¬ 
ing  in  my  room),  beeaiife  I  had  nothing 
to  invite  him  to  partake  of  with  me  but 
my  bed. 

Amongfl  other  things,  he  expreffed 
liis  furpiife  that  none,  lince  his  time, 
had  imitated  his  ftilc  and  method  of 
vriling. 

Tins  remark,  on  my  awaking  (which 
I  loon  afterwards  did), determined  me  to 
r.v.kr  an  attcii'pt,  though  without  hope 
oi  rxp. datitin  of  coming  near  the  great 
original.  Ilovvevir,  having  Swifticiled 
rn  rdf  to  the  u^nivdi,  1  fell  to  work,  and 
I  i  nduced  the  b  llovning  ilii'courfe:  Some, 
when  they  do  not  underftand  allegories, 
infill,  and  even  iwear  that  they  convey 
an  evil  meaning.  I  leply  to  fuch,  with 
J-frri  foit  qut  vial  y  penf*.  1  mull 
own  1  d  *  not  undeiftanj  the  language 
ill  Nvi.ieh  my  ar.fwcr  is  couched  ;  but  I 
am  ;!.v<:rcd  by  a  particular  acqmir.tauce, 
who  is  well  veiled  in  the  anticut  and 
TUt-dern  oriental  tenj^ues,  that  it  fjgni- 
r*.**,  “  If  you  put  a  bad  cor.P ruction 
licivcn,  the  fault  ih  ycur’s,  not  mint.*’ 

Cv  llvyiA  N  I. IFF. 

AT  our  r.ift  fetrirg  out  in  the  world 
we  ti.rve  two  rf'P.ds  bebrre  u>,  ttie  one 
le.«eling  down  hill,  ihV  o^htr  arcmdicg. 

The  foiiLti  b)  ita  inviting  prulp^CU  al¬ 


lures  many;  and  another  reafon  mayaU 
fo  he  given  why  it  is  fo  much  frequented, 
w  liich  is,  its  defeent,  as  we  are  all  fenfi- 
ble  it  is  ealier  to  go  down  hill  than  up. 
The  principal  tovi  ns  and  cities  on  this 
j  lurney  arc,  indolence,  folly,  intempe¬ 
rance,  inconfideiation,  itiexpericnce,  and 
prodigality.  Thefe  are  the  firll  ftagea; 
afterwards  follow  contempt,  poverty, 
wretchednefs,  and  lafty  repentance. 
Some  travellers  inllead  of  arriving  at  re¬ 
pentance,  and  returning  thence  to  a- 
mendment  (which  lies  out  of  the  road 
by  which  they  came),  have  left  thefe  two 
places  on  their  right,  and  ruflied  head¬ 
long  on  to  inevitnble  ruin.  There  are 
tv*o  companiciis  frequently  met  with  in 
every  llage  of  this  jt>u*ney,  called  pru¬ 
dence  and  recollection,  who  (if  the  tra¬ 
veller  is  wife  enough  to  liften  to  their 
dictates)  will  bring  him  by  a  very  Oiort 
road  (which  none  can  find  out  without 
them)  to  repentance,  and  from  thence 
fo  amendment,  and  accompany  him  till 
they  hive  cunduClcd  him  back  to  the 
place  from  w'hencir  he  tirll  fet  out,  and 
perl'uaded  him  to  purfue  the  other  road, 
of  which  I  now  come  to  treat. 

The  chief  places  on  this  journey  up 
hill  are,  fohritty,  temperance,  induftry 
and  frugality,  and  thele  lead  to  leveral 
others  prr'gredively,  each  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  more  inviting  the  farther  one  ad¬ 
vances,  till  at  length  the  traveller  ar¬ 
rives  at  the  furnmit  of  this  mountain¬ 
ous  road,  w  here  he  meets  with  a  fine 
plain  abounding  with  delights,  in  w  hich 
are  fituated  tin  cities  of  riches  and  ho«i 
tiour,  which  are  joined  together  like 
London  and  Wefiminfter;  and  if  he  be 
a  worthy  man,  and  lets  the  poor,  and 
thole  w  ho  merit,  partake  of  his  bleflTings, 
he  will  have  one  of^  the  nfioft  defirable 
dwellings  allotted  him  in  each  of  the 
two  little  cities  of  rcfpeCl  and  true  con-' 
tent;  though  fuch  numbers  fet  forward 
for,  all  do  not  attain  the  end  of  the 
journey.  As  it  mull  be  performed  dur¬ 
ing  the  ftalori  called  human  life,  and  as 
ru  adventurer  tl'.at  1  ever  yet  heard  of 
had  (vNo  <»r  the:c  fealnns  allowed  him 
to  perform  it  in,  great  numbers  find 
themlelvis  under  a  rtcelTity  of  taking  op 
tiicii  rciptCiivc  abodes  in  different  places 
upon  the  road,  being  unable  to  reach 
any  higher,  by  reafon  of  the  ponderoui 
nature  ( f  tlreir  heads,  and  a  variety  of 
liflier  caofes  foo  tedious  to  cnwmeiatc. 
Though  people  on  this  road  travei  hi 
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caravans  for  mutual  convenience;  yet 
^inonj;  all  thefe  crowds  one  never  meets 


witl)  rricudlliip:  ifaperfon  enquire'  for 
liltn,  they  are  t('ld  there  aie  none  in 
e»)n>pany  who  ever  had  the  plealorc  of 
h.s  acquaintance  j  they  will,  indeed,  tell 
you,  that  they  nave  heard  their  great- 
paiultathers  fay  that,  when  they  were 
little  children,  they  remembered  haying 
iie(|iKntly  fceii  him,  but  lliat  he  ibon 
a<ttr  dilippearcd,  and  gave  out  beft»re 
l.e  went,  that,  “  difgufted  in  the  higheft 
degree  to  Hnd  his  greateft  favours  molt 
generally  repaid  with  the  bUckeft  ingra¬ 
titude,  he  was  determined  to  retire  to 
lome  far  diftant  and  unknown  clime,  a- 
monglt  a  certain  wife  nation,  who,  per- 
rdveuture  (he  ufed  that  word),  w’ould 
illeern  his  relidcncc  with  thern  their 
yreatell  honour  and  happinefi.”  They 
iiy  tince  that  time  he  has  not  been 
hcaid  of;  and  fonie,  from  this  circum- 
llance, conclude  that  he  died  on  his  way 
thither;  but  whether  he  died  at  fea  or 
on  land  they  cannot  form  any  conji*c- 
lurc,  that  carries  with  it  the  Icall  ap¬ 
pearance  of  probability.^  'Since  his  re¬ 
treat,  a  perfon  known  by  the*  name  of 
Sclf‘intertj}t  has  alTumed  the  title,  by 
imans  of  a  mafk,  which  bears  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Frieiidlhip,  and  has  impoled 
upon  many  honcll,  good-natured,  unfuf- 
puMing  people  ;  but  as  he  never  was 
known  to  flick  by  the  unfortunate,  or  in¬ 
deed  .any  other  perfon,  longer  than  he 
iound  his  account  in  it,  every  body  is 
fully  convinced  that  he  is  only  an  im- 
pi'flur. 

It  is  now  time  torefume  our  difeourfe 
on  the  jcuruey,  left  the  author  and  the 
It  ider  too  Ihruld  find  their  fcafons  too 
Ihort,  and  be  ncccftitated  to  halt  amongft 
the  in. avy- heads,  and  others  of  whom  1 
have  h'*cn  fpeaking. 

It  freqiiiutly  happens  that  people 
yoii.g  t''(*  clofc  to  the  iide,  in  hopes  of 
Ip'  iig  H  nearer  -ind  e.oier  road  to  the 
liMuniir ,  flip  d'  w  u  fiiil  as  low,  and  fome- 
tl.ne^  lower  than  where  they  fifft  ftart- 
ed;  f(T  they  ''I'ten  timr  s  fall  down  to  a 
drcaiy  and  barren  tiadl  called,  *worJe 
tljn  nothing.  It  would  be  no  great 
r!'.;nrcr  if  iiey  did  not  involve  others  m 
tt.eir  difuder,  which  they  Icarce  ever  fail 
ti>  d.>  ;  for,  finding  themfelvcs  going, 
they  catch  at  every  thing,  atid  generally 
lay  hold  by  the  leg  or  coat-lap  of  a  fel¬ 
low-traveller,  who,  to  fave  himfelf,  feizes 
another;  and  in  tins  maimer  they  pro¬ 


ceed  till  they,  have  got  a  pretty  large 
number  to  bear  them  company,  info^ 
much  that  it  is  no  unufual  fpedaclc  to 
fee  them  come  tumbling  down  topfy- 
t'lrvy  by  half-fcores  or  more  at  a  time; 
and  thole  have  the  mortification  to  find». 
on  their  arrival  below,  that  they  can  ne¬ 
ver  hope  to  climb  up  again  with  half  the 
rapidity  that  they  defeended. 

It  is  a  diverting  amufement  to  review^ 
the  diftVrent  charaders  who  compofe 
thefe  caravans,  which  to  be  furc  at  pro¬ 
per  diftances  muft  have  caravanferas  for 
their  reception. 

Almolt  every  individual  at  one  ftage^ 
or  other  of  this  journey  picks  up  a  wife 
to  accompany  him,  though  many  of 
thofe  who  commit  this  in  a  little’ 
time  grow  very  willing  to  get  rid  of  her,' 
if  he  knew  bow,  regarding  her  as  an  in¬ 
cumbrance  which  greatly  retards  his 
progrefs,  and  embitters  the  fweets  of 
iiis  labours.’ 

Several  of  thefe  travellers  at  firft  look 
down  with  exultation  on  thole  whom 
they  behold  tugging  and  fweating  be¬ 
low;  thefe,  however,  looking  back,  fee 
many  behind  tium,  and  C'upfort  them- 
felvcs  with  reflecting  that  ihcy  are  not 
the  laft,  and  that  it  is  poflible  ihey  may 
pafs  by  moft  or  all  w  ho  arc  before  them, 
which  is  frequently  the  cafe;  for  when 
any  one  finds  he  can  make  greater  fpeed 
than  hia  company,  he  pulhes  forward, 
overtakes,  and  palfes  the  next ;  there  are 
many  of  thefe  who  are  of  equal  fpeed, 
and  being  far  fwifter  than  the  reft,  poll 
aw^ay  and  obtain  the'appcilation  of  fly¬ 
ing  caravans. 

Having  now  given  a  fuccinCt  and  full 
account  of  the  roads,  and  manner  of 
travelling  in  thefe  countries,  it  may  per¬ 
haps  be  expected  that  I  ihould  likew  ife 
give  a  geographical  defer iption  of  them, 
and  a  particular  one  of  their  principal 
tuwms  and  cities,  with  their  diftaiices  in 
mtafured  miles,  one  from  the  other; 
this  I  lliould  doubtlefs  do,  did  I  nut 
judge  it  necdlcfs  to  publilh  what  every 
one  know'S  as  well  as  myfclf,  of  coun¬ 
tries  fo  univcrfally  explored.  ' 

Thus  my  brain,  which  has  long  been 
in  labour,  is  at  length  happily  delivered. 
Wnc'her  iti?  fruit  is  a  mifearriage  or  not, 
the  reader  muft  determine,  only  he  muft 
permit  me  to  aflure  him,  that  (as  is  na¬ 
tural)  1  bear  towards  it  a  ftreng  p.arcntai 
nffi^ion,  and  intreat  him  to  Ihcw  it 
favour. .  •  ‘  '  .  •  O- 
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Agriculture,  ebr.  Letter  III. 
T#  the  Publisher  of  Weekly 

MaGA  Z  IN  E. 

0  for  tun  at  os  nitnium^  fua  Jl  bona  no¬ 
tint 

Agricolas  !  ViRG.  Georg. 

Happy  the  farmer,  if  he  knew  his  lot !” 
SIR, 

'"I  "HE  poet,  by  this  exclamation,  feems 

L  to  inlinuate,  that  the  fanner  is  not 
fully  ftiifible  of  ll»e  dignity  ot  his  lot, 
which  places  him  at  the  head  of  good 
W'orks,  moral  and  religious.  By  his  iii- 
dallry  hr  feeds  his  neighbour  as  himfelf. 
iVlan  and  bcalt,  rich  and  pi)or,  are  fed  by 
him,  witnout  his  perceiving  the  exlcn- 
five  inlljence  of  his  labours,  or  aflediiig 
merit,  rir  courting  applaufe.  Slionld 
not  fiich  a  thar^cUr  be  univerlally 
cttccmed  and  fuppoi'ed  by  every  poi- 
iVolc  cncoiM  igeareot  ?  Sh..nid  not  luan- 
kiud,  for  their  o  a  ii  lakes,  heltow  lonie 
marks  of  gruitiide  npiui  their  feeder,  to 
vwhet  that  indnlli  y  which  lic  daily  excrU 
for  their  benehi  and  emohnneut? 

1  lb  all  not  fay  that  this  duty  is  neglect¬ 
ed;  but  I  will,  without  ceremony,  aver, 
that  it  is  not  pertonned  as  it  oug.it  to 
I  c.  Mioy  volumes  have  been  written, 
iniiiy  experimtnl'.  publiflied,  and  hxit- 
llcs  formed,  with  a  view  to  promote  im¬ 
provements,  and  even  pnbiic  premiums 
have  been  gl^en  for  iiicetica  iii  particn- 
T.tr  branches  of  holbandry,  fuch  ab  rai- 
ficg  of  Bax  and  hemp.  So  tar  fo  well ; 
but  the  corn  tic!d;>  mull  be  extended  and 
fularged,  and  the  theory  and  prattbec  of 
farming  rnnll  be  fludied  with  mere  at¬ 
tention  and  .application.  I  w -juM  have 
rgriculture  added  lo  tiie  libera!  arts  and 
f  iences,  and  niavle  a  branch  of  know- 
Edge  to.be  taught  in  all  our  leminaries 
t’f  learning.  Mcft  jullly  does  it  deferve 
a  prcfcrcrtc. 

In  every  parifh  is  a  fchoolmafler, 
teaching  Icholars  reading,  writing,  and 
L'Ttin;  and  tlie  mailer  and  fcholur  hxik 
upon  tliemfelvcs  as  in  a  higher  fphere 
r.nd  lank  than  the  farmer  w'ho  feeds 
ihcm.  How  prepofterous  this  !  Is  tiie 
.r.ice-hoile  of  more  dignity  than  Ids 
keeper?  Will  Latin  and  Greek  feed  the 
mailer  f'r  his  fcholar-;,  who  are  ediucated 
.tj.*  IcuN.tig  the  ptOvigx,  Oud  wandiir.n^ 


abroad  to  fpcak  French,  Dutch  or  La- 
tin,  ill  quell  of  vanity;  defertiug  tlicir^ 
iialive  country  for  a  farce  as  oft  as  a  for-^ 
tunc.  We  are  gmilry  of  an  ovcrfight' 
here.  Common  icufe  didlates,  that,  on 
the  fruits  of  ihe  earth,  the  fubliftence  of 
our  fpecies  depends.  Why  then  do  we 
not  look  upon  agiiculturc  as  of  equal 
value  with  the  liberal  arts,  which  tend 
lo  make  us  philoloi  hers,  unattentive  to 
the  means  to  procure  our  daily  bread  ? 

1  mull  here  confefs,  that  1  have  a  paf- 
fioii  for  the  fine  arts.  1  love  poetry, 
painting  and  muBc,  but  common  feufe 
fiubids  me  to  indulge  that  paBion,  and 
commands  my  attention  to  ntetfiary 
k.iuwledge,  as  more  important  than 
plcafurablc  arts,  except  for  amul'ement 
and  relaxation;  fo  that  I  mean  to  prefer 
Common  fenfe  to  uncommon  fenfe,  Iho’, 
like  tUher  projedwrs,  1  mull  p.iticntly 
wait  for  the  event  my  project. 

I  would  have  VirgilV  Geoigics  taught 
in  our  fchools  and  colleges,  together 
with  Fo.ciid’s  Elements;  and  I  would 
propofe,  that,  in  every  parilh  ftr  Ihire, 
fomc  e.xperienced  firmer,  diould  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  take  apprentices  under  inden¬ 
tures,  lo  ferve  their  time,  as  islhecuf- 
tom  of  mcrchaius  and  mechanics.  By 
fuen  means  tfie  theory  and  practice  gf 
agriculture  might  be  brought  to  an  equal 
degree  of  perfection  w  ith  other  arts  and 
Icietices.  Tlierc  needs  he  no  rivalry; 
fur,  if  I  am  not  much  miltaken,  agricul¬ 
ture  contains,  at  lead  is  connected  with, 
nioB  of  the  elegant  arli>.  ,  . 

1  have  propofed  the  Georgies  to  be 
taught  as  the  feripture  of  agriculture, 
bec.iufe,  in  the  firlt  place,  I  look  upua 
Virgil  as  the  belt  farmer,  in  point  of 
knowledge,  that  wc  have  heard  of.  His 
luies  and  precepts  have  ftuod  the  teltof 
agc.s.  No  experienced  farmer  has  yet 
confuted  or  contradicted  what, he  Lii 
dictated ;  and  every  writer  on  the  iubjeCt,  ' 
of  any  repute,  appeals  to  him  as  their 
teacher. 

In  the  next  place,  Virgil  mull  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  a  firlt  rate  philofopher,  as 
he  dilplays  his  knowledge  of  nature  with 
unequalled  folidily  of  fenfe,  and  harmo¬ 
ny  ot  found,  connecting  agriculture  with 
the  elegant  arts  in  fuch  a  maftcrly  maa- 
ncr,  that,  in  the  Georgies,  w'c  iind  the 
poet,  the  philofopher,  and  the  farmer  fo 
well  joined  together,  and  in  fuch  charm¬ 
ing  c.)lv).»rs,  as  to  delight  and  inltruCt.-^ 
He  docs  nut,  indeed,  apply  to  chynaiAiJ 
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for  the  elements  of  manure  to  our  corrt 
Htrld*.;  but  he  makes  the  plough  turn 
weeds  into  manure. 

1  hope  no  objection  will  be  made  to 
my  proje»5t  on  account  of  apprentice- 
fees.  The'pooreft  farmer  finds  the 
means  nf  fending  his  fons  to  handicrafts, 
foine  of  Nvliich,  ii»dced,  a  farmer  fliould 

acquainted  with,  in  order  to  keep  his 
labouring  utenfils  in  repair.  Every  far¬ 
mer  (liould  be  a  joiner  and  a  fmith  in 
f.nnc  degree;  but  no  farmer  need  be  a 
Latin  fcholar. 

This  fuhje<5t,  MrPublifher,  would  fuf- 
ficc  for  many  volumes;  but  v^-hat  (igni« 
Ties  writing  and  publiOung  without  prac- 
ti'ing  ?  Belides,  your  Miicellany  admits 
only  of  hints.  I  have  here  fuggefted 
what  may  be  improved  and  enlarged 
upon  by  your  readers  and  corrclpon* 
drnts.  I  hope  .^^ricola  and  Rujiicttt 
will  write  you  at  large  upon  this  fubjeft; 
and  I  woi.ld  fnggefl  to  the  latter,  that 
foils  and  feafoiis  Ihould  be  carefully  ob- 
fcrvcd  ill  fixing  the  rotation  of  crop^.  I 
have  fcldom  fren  any  one  acre  of  land 
rvitbi'ut  fume  difference,  lefs  or  more,  of 
foil  in  it ;  and  I  have  been  difappointed 
c'f  a  cri'p  of  barley,  by  fnow  and  fleet 
falling  immediately  after  fowing  the 
hTd.  iicnce  I  infer,  that  no  branch  of 
hufinefs  whatever  requires  more  vigi- 
luice  and  penetration  than  a  firm.  And 
I  mufi  likt  wife  obferve,  that  our  farmers 
in  general  «re  too  much  addicted  to  cuf-‘ 
tom,  as  if  it  was  a  prefumption  to  de¬ 
part  from,  or  to  inveftigate  the  merits  of 
former  practice. 

Now,  Mr  Publiflier,  as  this  may  be 
my  lift  intrufion  upon  you,  I  prefumc 
to  recommend  to  your  readers  to  con- 
fult  for 

Farming — Virgil. 

Fine  arts — Horace. 

]*hilofophy — Common  fenfe. 

Law — The  Corpus  Juris. 

Phyfic — Monro  and  Buchan,  M.  D. 

Divinity-r-Jo.  ^ocke,Erq; - Young, 

n.  D  together  with  the  Bible,  fedts  and 
fyftems  apart. 

Hi!>ory — Anv  body  but  Buchanan, 

H - c  and  R— n,  their  langtiage 

very  fine,  thtir  veracity  doubly  refined; 
witnefs  their  hlflory  of  quteu  Maty,  and 
her  grand-child  king  Charles. 

Liberty  of  the  prefs— Weekly  Maga- 
7  ire. 

Wifliing  well  to  them  all — Yourhnm- 
bic  fcivaiK,  Somebody. 


To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
,  '  Magazine. 

Woe  he  to  then:  *whe>  join  houfe  to  honfe^ 
and  field  to  fields  and  leave  no  plact 
for  the  poor !  .  ‘  ‘  • 

SIR, 

IN  my  lafl  [P.168.],  the  chief  reafofil 
affigncd  tor  emigrations  was  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  farms.  1  fliall  now  prtxreed' 
to  point  out  fome  reafona  why  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  farms  miift  be  of  dangerous 
confequcnce  to  the  landed' gentlemen  ;• 
and  that  in  all  probability  is  at  no  great 
diflance,  from  laying  houfe  to  boufc  and 
field  to  field. 

It  is  a  truth  too  well  known  to  be  de¬ 
nied,  that  the  monopolizers  (/V  e,  te¬ 
nants  or  farmers)  have  more  articles  nf 
luxury,  both  in  drefs  and  at  table,  thafi. 
their  proprietors  had  not  half  a  century) 
ago;  on  which  account,  although  they 
poflefs  or  rent  fix  limes  the  quantity  oSf 
ground  their  predeceflers  did  only  forty 
years  ago,  yet  they  are  not  in  general' 
one  penny  richer  now  than  thclc  were 
then.  The  inference  is  natural.  If  the 
monopolizer,  •  who  now  pnnefics  flic, 
times  the  quantity  of  land  *his  prede- 
ccflbrs  did,  is  really  no  richer  than  one. 
cf  them  was,  what  would  be  the  coufe-, 
qucncc  to  Scotland  in  general,  and  to 
the  landed  gentlemen  in  particular,  were 
there  to  be  a  general  failure  among  the, 
monopolizers?.  A  tenant,  who  poflclfed 
two  ploughs  of  land,  is  forced  from  hia 
little  hofpitablc  dwelling  by  the  monopo- 
lizer :  he  has  fpent  all  the  money  that 
arofe  from  the  fale  of  his  (locking,  and 
what  he  faved  on  his  farm;  and,  was  he  ‘ 
now  to  have  an  offer. of  a  farm  of  the 
fame  fire  with  that  which  he  formerly ) 
poffefTed,  he  cannot  accept  of  it,  as  his  * 
all  18  gone.  *  ’ 

I  know  it  may  be  urged  in  behalf  of 
the  monopolizer,  that  he  has  raifed  the 
value  of  ground,  and  Is  the  only  perfom  ' 
that  has  made  improvements  in  agricul¬ 
ture.  It  is  granted  he  has  raifed  the  va¬ 
lue  of  ground;  but  in  what  way  has  he 
done  it  ?  Is  it  by  enriching  :he  foil  with  • 
any  kind  of  manure?  No:  It  is  not  by 
making  the  ground  richer  or  more  fer- 
tile.  The  method  by  which  he  has  rai¬ 
fed  the  value  of  ground  is  by  reduciri|: 
his  (locking,  and  keeping  only  two 
ploughs  where  there  was  .double  that  ' 
number  kept  formerly.  It  is  even  grant-  ’ 
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cd  by  the  mnopolizer,  that  he  cannot 
enrich  hijj  foil,  as  he  cannot  find  manure 
of  any  kind  to  anfwer  the  extent  of  his 
farms.  Ail  that  he  can  do  it  draining 
h[i5  ground,  and  inclofing  it,  and  giving 
fome  part>  of  it  a  fummer  fallow,  in  or^ 
dcr  to  keep  it  free  from  weeds,  and  then 
laying  it  d*»w’n  for  pafture  with  grafs- 
i«cds.  But  this  c^n  ftill  be  done  with 
much  greater  advantage  by  the  tenant 
that  keeps  two  ploughs  upon  looor  no 
acres  of  ground,  than  by  the  tenant  that 
keeps  only  three  plouglis  upon  400  or 
500  acres  of  ground;  as  the  tenant  of  110 
acres  both  enriches  and  improves  every 
iach  of  his  farm,  he  having  fuflTicient  ma- 
nnie  to  lay  upon  his  ground  as  often  as 
is  necelTiry;  w’hercas  the  other  cannot 
find  manure  for  more  than  one  fourth 
part  (vf  his  farm. 

But  I  will  not  grant  that  tlie  monopo¬ 
lizer  is  the  proper  perlon  for  railing  the 
value  of  ground  :  on  the  contrary  1  may 
fafely  pronounce,  that,  if  the  monopoly 
of  farms  goes  on  for  a  few  years  a»  tliey 
liavc  done  of  late,  the  value  of  ground 
will  fall  20  per  cent,  below  what  it  was 
twenty  years  ago;  and  that  the  time  is 
at  no  great  difiance,  w  hich  will  appear 
to  every  intelligent  obrer%’er:  Admit,  as 
is  the  cafe  in  many  parts  of  Scotland, 
that  one  third  of  the  tenants  emigrate 
to  America,  and  then  admit  a  general 
failure  among  the  monopolizers  of  farms 
in  Scotland  ;  the  confcquciicc  is  ob¬ 
vious. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  bufi- 
refs  of  farming  is  carried  on,  a  failure  is 
.almoft  unavoidable.  The  pregnant  fymp- 
toms  declare  it  to  be  in  the  feventh  or 
eight  month.  The  monopolizer  cannot 
be  feen  till  after  breakfall  ;  he  then 
drefies,  mounts  his  horfe,  aral  rides  to 
the  plough*  (providing  he  has  no  vilits 
to  receive  or  return),  takes  a  turn  or 
two  about  with  his  ploughs,  ;iik  his 
hinds  fome  queftions  about  this  or  the 
other  field ;  from  which  it  appears,  that 
hii  knowleilgc  in  his  bufinefs  is  only 
fpeculative,  he  having  never  turned  a 
furrow  in  his  life.  He  then  returns  home, 
gives  diredion*  to  alter  the  low  par¬ 
lour  door,  as  it  oj>en8  fo  as  to  expofe  the 
room  in  full  view  of  every  dirty  fervant, 
who,  no  doubt,  would  take  a  peep  of 
the  miftrefs,  (he  fcarcely  ever  conde- 
fcending  to  fet  her  foot  in  the  kitchen ; 
.and  the  dear  little  mafiers  and  miOcs, 
are  bred  as  high  as  if  they  were  to 
move  in  a  fphere  of  landed  property,  at 


the  rate  of  1000 1.  a  year.  I  own  there 
are  fome  exceptions,  but  they  are  com* 
paratively  few. 

Thefe  ttridurcs  may  appear  too  harfh, 
but  they  are  no  more  than  juft,  and 
what  may  be  /ibi'crved  by  every  perfon 
who  has  accefs  to  take  a  view  of  the’ 
ctmdud  and  management  of  fome  of  our 
great  farmers,  both  within  and  without 
doors;  what  is  meant  by  them,  is  only 
to  (how  the  dangerous  confecjucace*  of 
any  man  living  above  bis  buhiiefs,  and 
more  particularlv  fo,  w'hen  the  well- 
being  of  himkif  and  family  depend* 
upon  hi*  knowledge  and  induftry  in 
every  branch  of  his  profefljon,  and 
more  efpecially  in  the  farming  bufinefs, 
as  it  produces  an  annual  rotation  of 
fomething  new  every  month.  Having 
bnujght  this  the  length  I  defigned  it,  I 
(hall  refer  my  further  fpeculaiions  till 
another  occafion,  and  in  the  mean 
time  I  am,  Yours,  &c. 

R.  Rvstic. 

KaJl^Lothiatiy  Feb.  4. 

P.  S.  In  my  next,  I  (hall  attempt  to 
point  out  fome  obfervations,  why  it 
would  be  a  real  advantage  to  the  laivded 
gentlemen,  not  to  give  a  leale  that  ex* 
cceds  a  iccl.  rent  to  any  one  peribn, 
and  at  the  fame  time  would  be  of  great 
confequence  to  the  mechanic  and  ma* 
nufadiircr. 

To  the  Publis  her  of  the  Wbexlt 
MaGAZ  1N£. 

Chacun  ejl  ouvrier  de  fa  fortune* 

SIR,  * 

IN  the  courfc  of  my  obfervation  on  the 
condud  of  mankind,  I  have  often 
been  led  to  relied  on  the  natural  anxiety 
for  wealth  or  honour,  which  univerfally, 
at  one  lime  of  life  or  other,  attradi  the 
mind,  and  cngrolTcs  the  attention  of 
mortals.  Some  arc  fuccefsful.  in  their 
attempts,  others  arc  not;  and  when 
death  terminates  the  courfc  of  any  one*i‘ 
affairs,  the  conclufion  univerfally  drawn 
by  the  generality  of  mankind  from  their 
endeavours  are,  that  fuch  a  one  has  been  * 
either  fortunate,  or  otherwife.^  Men,  in 
fiich  cafes,  arc  too  hafty  in  their  conclu- 
fions,  palling  fentence,  for  the  moft  part, 
without  conftderiiig  fully  the  wufcifrom 
w  hich  it  fprings.  This,  to  the  more  fen- 
fible  part  of  your  readers,  wull  probably 
appear  unworthy  of  attention,,  as,  the 
vulgar  only  can  be  iuftiaidejl  b‘y  any  re- 


mr!:s  on  fuch  hafty  determinations; 
but  to  me  the  contagion  appears  among 
all  ranks;  and,  if  the  hints  which  1 
throw  out  arc  acceptable,  you  may,  it  a- 
precable,  coufigu  them  to  the,  preis  in 
any  form  molt  agreeable  to  your  own 
talle  and  judg(nent;  if  not,  to  the 
flames. 

The  w'ife  Creator  of  all  things,  in  the 
Com  fe  of  his  providence,  implanted  into 
the  bulk  of  mankind  Tome  talent,  equal, 
if  not  fuperior  to  others,  whereby  he 
may  be  enabled  to  appear  in  life  in  one 
iphere  to  belter  advantage  than  another  ; 
frojn  whence  flow  the  various  occupa* 
lions  of  mankind.  There  is  a  certain 
illv^^ard  bias  that  dictates  to  almolt  every 
one  the  calling  into  which  he  ought  to 
enter,  and  which  fome  often  do  follow ; 
bnt  the  rtveife,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  alfo 
prac'fifed,  cither  through  the  inadverten¬ 
cy  (if  youth,  or  the  l\vay  i>f  guardians 
and  relations.  When  a  young  man  is 
letting  out  in  the  world,  the  moll  lu¬ 
crative  etnployment  is  laid  down  to  him 
by  others,  as  the  one  he  Ihould  follow, 
without  confidering  how  far  his  natural 
getiius  may  conform  to  it,  or  (ludyiirg 
that  in  the  Icall.  It  is  looked  upon 
as  ao  lUndard  to  go  by.  He  is  young 
and  promiling.  If  put  under  the  tuition 
ot  tn  experienced  man,  np  fear;  he  will 
do  as  well  as  many  before  him.  lie  is 
immediately  prepared  for, and  hurriediu- 
to  the  employment,  on  no  other  account 
but  becaufeitis  lucrative  or — honour.tble, 
another  incitement  to  parents  of  a  more 
difintcrefted  turn  of  mind.  To  this 
caufe,  in  a  great  meafure,  do  I-  impute 
the  many  unhappy  tituatiuns  into  which 
men  are  plunged  when  they  come  to 
years,  and  fee  the  contrail  between  their 
genius  and  the  bufinefs  into  which 
they  have  been  hurried.  Some  dangle 
on  through  the  remainder  of  life  in  this 
difagrceable  track ;  others,  of  a  more 
tnterprifing  fpirit,  throw  off  the  fcltcis, 
and  enter  upon  the  (lage  appointed  them 
by  nature.  If  parents  were  more  care¬ 
ful  to  lludy  the  dirpofltiuiis  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  few  would  havereafon  to  complain 
of  this.  Men  in^geiicr  d  wtnild  be  more 
happy,  and  far  ’more  ufeful  to  fociety. 

To  come  Hill  nearer  the  point  in 
View.  Men  often  have  fuch  a  ihirit  af¬ 
ter  riches,  that  they  overleap  the  boim. 
daries  of  their  natural  Iphtre,  and  vcn» 
lure  upon  enterprises  ab«*ve  their  com- 
prehenllon.  They  are  not  contented 
Uilh  the  cmpldyrmnT  which  nature  Las 
VoL.  XXllI. 


pointed  out,  and  has  given  tnem  talents 
to  occupy  advantageoufly.  ^  They  form 
great  fehemes  for  amafling  riches  at  one 
grafp,  and  here  they  intirely  lofe  them- 
feivev.  For  inllancc,  a  man  naturally 
formed  for  trade  fees  others  profper  by, 
fanning,  banking,  and  I  don’t  know  what. 
He  immediately  tries  all.  All  cannot  be 
properly  attended  to,  even  were  he  for¬ 
med  by  nature  for  each.  He  foon  loles 
himi'elf  in  the  labyrinth,  and  falls  a  facri- 
flee  to  inilcry ;  w’hereas,  had  he  conti¬ 
nued  folcly  in  his  own  branch,  time  and 
alfiduity  might  have  crowned  his  labours 
with  fuccefs.  Hence  it  may  be  inferred, 

“  that  men  are  the  foie  architects  of  their 
own  fortune.”  On  a  proper  or  impro¬ 
per  choice  of  their  occupation,  wholly 
depends  their  future  fuccefs,  provided 
their  life  is  conduced  with  a  becoming 
fobrieiy  fuitable  to  the  ftation  in  whicli 
Providence  has  fecn  meet  to  place  them. 
At  the  fame  time,  lam  very  far  from 
maintaining  that  the  endeavours  of  man¬ 
kind  to  conform  to  this,  are  always  fuc- 
ccfsful;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
moll  perfect  condmft,  founded  on  the 
moll  ialutary  balis,  often  proves  abor¬ 
tive.  The  race  is  not  ahwajs  to  the 
fnuift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong  : 
but  titne  and  chance  happen  unto 
ail,  Nevcrthelcfs,  we  always  ought  to 
condu(5t  ourfelvcs  in  the  manner  whicta 
promifes  moll  fuccefs,  and  leave  th**  itfuc 
to  the  wife  Difpofer  of  all  things.— 
When  one  adls  in  contradUlion  to  this, 
furely  it  can  be  imputed  to  nothing  elfc 
that  he  is  unfa'cCefsful.  He  is  the  foie 
caufe  of  his  own  misfortunes.  Whea 
judging  in  thefe  matters,  fuch  a  curfory 
view  as  commonly  is  taken  of  .them, 
ought  to  be  ridiculed — the  merils  of  the 
caufe  Ihould  be  narrowly  infpc<^ed  before 
any  decifive  judgment  can  be  paifed. 

The  Spartan  laws,  above!  alt  others, 
were  ceriainTy  the  moll  prop'er  for  train- 
ing  up  youth.  Such  might  every  head 
of  a  family  adopt  with  his  children— 
carefully  obferving  their  rifiiig  genius, 
and  infufing  iuch  ideas  in  their  minds* 
when  young,  of  the  employment  molt 
l>ro|>er  for  their  dilpofition,  as  might 
readily  incline  them,  when  advan¬ 
ced  in  years,  to  make  choice  of  it.  If 
your  learned  correlpondeni  L'rbanu/,  tr 
any  other  as  capable,  was  to  write  a  pro¬ 
per  or  t\fro  bn  this  lubjedl,  they  certam- 
jy  w'ould  be  conducive  to  the  good  of  fp- 
cicty,  .ifid  highly  cftcerfted  by  your  rea¬ 
ders.  I  do  not,  for  my  parr,  prclccii  tj 
M  m 


author.  My  thoughts  arc  here 
plainly  given  with  .1  dtrfign,  and 

tlu  rrloic  ftiall  expert  th  tt  my  firft  piT- 
formance  in  this  way  will  not  undergo 
the  laih  of  any  critic. 

Yonr^,  r^c.  Solonica. 

Wtjl^nu  'tk  of  F:h.  i. 

^To  th:  PuBi. isv!FR  of  th:  Weekly 
Magaz  l  N  E. 

The  goldft:  fun  at  nig^t  ferfakes  the 
Jhigj, 

J{  ith  greater  luflre  the  uext  viorn  to 
rife. 

- Avaunt i  ye  ct  ilia  ! — Tretnhie  ! 

S  1  K. 

“LdvOM  iny  private  correfpondence 
X  with  yc'iir  valuable  friend  The  Mo¬ 
ral  1  s  r,  witli  v^liofe  writings  your  Ma¬ 
gazine  has  lately  been  dignified,  1  have 
kariitd,  that  the  in: patience  of  your 
jcailcrs  in  the  place  from  whence  my 
former  lucubrations  weie  dated,  to  fee 
iny  re-appeaiaiiee,  has  been  very  great : 
that  even  thole  who,  before  my  depar¬ 
ture,  pretended  the  molt  to  diflike  them, 
and  the  mod  loudly  dcclaiiiKd  agaird 
them,  have  the  mod  ardently  wnlljed 
for  their  levival;  ai  d  that  they  have  not 
Inren  fo  well  pleated  with  the  graver  and 
moreferious  animadvcifious  4»f  the  Mo¬ 
ralist.  Hence  appears  the  difcon~ 
/c difprniion  of  mankind,  who  ex- 
ptelV  their  dilfatisfajilicn  of  what  they 
tnJcYt  ar.d  which,  when  taken  from 
them,  they  eonij  lain  for  the  ^eeant  of 
.and  long  to  re-peffers. 

Thele  unfctllcd  propcnlitics  are,  in 
one  feiii'e,  owing  to  the  frailty  of  human 
nature,  w  hich  (oon  becomes  fatiated  with 
a  continuance  of  luxurious  or  deleft- 
able  enjoyments.  Was  it  to  l>e  always 
lummer,  wc  ilionkl  lofe  our  relifh  for 
green  lields  or  fl.ady  groves;  and  the 
meandering  fprings  would  fail  to  Je- 
I'ght,  were  they  not  anniKilly  fulpended 
in  their  courfe  by  the  conftringing  frofts 
of  winter:  fo  the  mt-ft  delicious  food, 
when  rften  fertlled  on,  tends  to  fatiaie 
the  moll  v./luptuous  or  voracious  appe¬ 
tite;  and  the  lover  becomes  cloyed  with 
the  frequent  carelks  of  the  fame  objet^t, 
however  engaging  or  attractive.  The 
application  ot  thel'e  fimiliti.des  to  my 
Jupet  lative  ^writings  is  iiafurally  obvi¬ 
ous. 

lir  my  lift  paper  [Vol.  xxii.  P.  145.]. 
I  uitk/iuied  \ou  of  my  being  about  to  let 


off  for  the  borough  of - ,  where  I 

irtciuled  to  canvals  for  a  vacated  feat  in 
the  Britifh  parliament.  The  name  of 
Ho  N  E  s  T u  s  (fo  well  known  over  all  the 
kingdom  for  his  patriotic  writings)  cau 
fed  me  to  be  warmly  received  by  fuch  of 
the  patriotic  coinvionaltv  as  were  not 
depeudeut  on  the  capital  eledors,  who 
wanting  to  enjoy  pitice/  under  the  go 
vernment,  would  not  vote  for  any  but 
ininijleridlijl.  Such  a  one  foon  oppo- 
fed  me,  bribed  fume  of  my  inferior 
friends  with  Jive  guineas  a  pieces  in 
imitation  of  Sir  John  Tordcajll:^  and 
their  fuperiors  with  the  promife  of 
places  and  finecures  which  he  never 
intended  to  prc^cure  for  them  ;  or,  if  he 
did,  to  confer  them  on  thofe  only  who 
were  the  Icafl  delerving  of  them,  and 
who  would  be  fure  to  defer t  liis  caulc  at 
the  next  election  in  favour  of  another 
w  ho  Oiould  engage  to  ferve  them  more 
etfeClually,  by  the  addition  of  more 
places^  Sic. 

Ik  ing  convened  wuth  my  adherents  in. 
a  commodious  room  appointed  for  that 
ptirpofe,  I  thus  addrefTed  myfelf  to  a  vc 
ry  numerous  audience. 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  HAVING  the  lionour  to  be  nomi 
‘  nated  by  fo  refpeSiable  a  body  as  here 
‘  fin  round  me,  as  a  proper  perfon  to 
‘  fucceed  your  late  ^ivorthlefs  n. ember 
‘  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you 
‘  with  my  prevailing  fentiments,  and  in 

•  tended  conduct  in  your  favour. 

“  In  the  firft  place.  Gentlemen,  I  am 

‘  thoroughly  perfuaded  that  our  great 

‘  and  illulliious  patriot  John  tV - 

‘  Efq;  is  one  of  the  greateft  libertines- 
‘  J  beg  your  pardon,  Gentlemen— I 
‘  mean  one  of  the  greateji  heroes  that 
‘  the  prefent,  or  any  preceding  age  ever 
‘  produced;  and  that  he  is  worthy  to  be 
‘  the  patron  of  his  no  lefa  worthy  advo 
‘  cafe  Chat  Its  Cra^Jord^  Efq;  of  Cara 

*  bridge  univerfily,  who,  the  other  dayi 
‘  fo  courageoufly  caned  the  intimidated 

‘  merchant: — that  he  (John  W - s)! 

‘  and  he  alone,  is  fit  to  infpire  and  pro- 
‘  long,  in  the  polijical  fphere,  that  fpirit 
‘  of  activity  and  vociferation  which  hat 
‘  lb  long  prevented  the  harmony^X 
‘  mean.  Gentlemen,  the ftatc  in- 

,  ‘  to  w  hich  wc  might  otherwife  have  fal- 
‘  len.  He  is,  as  it  were,  the  main 
‘  fpring  by  which  we,  the  pendulusth 
‘  vibrate.  I  will  aftirm,  as  often  at  yott 
‘  would  have  me,  that  the  rainiftry  arc 
‘  no  better  than  they  Ikculd  bej  and  J 
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‘  promife  to  continue  impregnable  to 

*  all  their  temptations.  Not  all  the  mo- 
‘  ney  in  the  ireal’ury — or  rather  (I  Ihoiihl 
‘  fay)  all  the  fupplie*  that  (hall  be  voted 

*  for  the  fervice  of  the  government,  Iball 
‘  be  able  to  feduce  me  to  violate  the  truft 
‘  you  mean  to  repofc  in  me,  or  to  betray 

*  the  interell  of  my  country  *.  I  far- 

*  ther  affirm,  that  the  houfc  of  c - ns 

*  is  a  houfe  of  corruption;  and  that,  as 
‘  it  is  the  axU'tree  on  which  the  poU- 
‘  tical  machine  revolves,  I  prognofticate, 

‘  that,  whenever  it  becomes  fo  rettsn 

*  (which  it  fpeedily  will  be,  unlefs  rc- 
‘  placed  by  one  much  founder)  as  to 
‘  Jnapy  we  fhall  then  be  crulhed  to 

*  pieces  by  the  downfal  of  Biitannia^s 

*  kingdoms;  and  we  may  fay  with  the 
‘  poet, 

The  craj})  of  flatter,  and  the  nureck  of 
•vjorlas  ! 

“  I  promife,  Gentlemen,  to  oppofc, 

*  when  I  have  the  honour  to  reprefent 
‘  yt)U  in  parliament,  every  motion  of 
‘  the  minirter:  to  exert  my  influence  for 

*  the  removal  of  wicked  ones  fro«n  the 

*  councils  of  his  majefty,  and  for  procu- 
‘  ring  triennial  eledions;  to  devil’c  the 
‘  moll  lalutary  plans  for  reducing  the 
‘  national  debt ;  to  lefleii  the  taxes  on  the 

*  neccirarics  of  life  (which  will  tend  to 

*  lower  the  prices  of  the  fame) ;  to  cor- 
‘  tail  the  number  of  placemen  and  pen- 
‘  lioners;  to  inlift  on  my  brother  Wilkes 

*  being  permitted  to  take  his  feat ;  to 
‘  recommend  proper  meafures  for  con- 
‘  ciliating  our  alarming  difputcs  with 
‘  America,  and  the  punifliing  the  arro- 
‘  gauce  and  difobedience  of  our  foreign 
‘  enemies;  and,  finally,  for  the  obtain- 
‘  ing  a  complete  and  fatisfadlory  redrefs 

*  t)f  all  your  various  other  grievances.” 
At  the  conclufion  of  this  fpeech,  I  was 

lionourcd  with  three  huzzas,  and  borne 
away  in  triumph  to  my  head- quarters, 
at  the  Britannia  tavern,  where  an  ele¬ 
gant  enleitainmenl  was  provided  for  the 
regaling  my  friends,  who,  till  the  arrival 
of  the  day  of  cledlioii,  continued  to  cat 
and  drink  very  liberally  at  mycxpcncc— 
bioke  the  windows  of  every  houfe  whofc 
tenants  were  not  in  my  intcreft — caufed 
the  ftrects  to  re-echo  with  the  name  of 

*  I  viean^  honvever  (inter  nos,  Mr 
Printer),  to  accept  of  the  firft  place 
the  tninijiry Jhail  offer  to  tne,  this  con¬ 
’d^  being  congenial  with  the  true 
dpi  fit  of  inodcfu  patriolitm. 


Ho  N  E  s  T  u  s  ;  and  would  not  permit  me 
to  ufe  my  horfes,  but  drew  my  carriage 
theinfclves,  which  their. zeal  to  fervo  me 
feveral  times  overfet  (at  the  hazard  of 
my  life),  and  at  laft  broke  to  pieces'; 
while  my  more  fuccefsful  opponent,  hew¬ 
ing  warmly  fupported  by  the  magiftracy 
and  their  dependents,  gained  the  elec¬ 
tion. 

I  now  began  to  refleifl  on  my  condi¬ 
tion,  and  found  1  had  expended  all  my 
uncle’s  fortune;  that  the  rcfiduc  of  the 
eftate,  which  had  afterwards  devolved 
to  me  (as  exprefled  in  one  of  my  former 
cflays),  would  not  half  difeharge  the  de¬ 
mands  of  my  creditors  (who  now  be¬ 
came  too  clamorous  .to,  be  any  longer 
evaded  by  fmooih  fpeeches  or.  lofty 
frowns) ;  and  that  I  muft  cither  try  my 
fate  another  way,  or  be  foon  reduced  to 
beggary.  1  therefore  returned  in  a  poft- 
chaife  to  the  metropolis,  where  I  fre¬ 
quented  AhnaePs,  and  other  places  of 
polite  rendezvous  devoted  to  Fortune, 
till,  from  my  being  frequently  taken  in, 
I  was  obliged  to  borrow  at  the  rate  of 
a  hundred  per  cent,  and  I  hourly  cx- 
pcdled  to  be  vilited  by  the  dreary  fons  of 
a  prifun. 

In  this  difagreeable  dilemma,  w'hat 
was  to  be  done? — My  confciencc  forbiji 
me  to  renew  my  phyfical  or  chirurgic.;il 
capacity,  wherein  I  had,  in  a  fliort  fpace 
of  time,  been  acceflary  to  the  deftrudiqn 
and  death  of  fo  many  hundreds  of  niy 
fellow-creatures. 

While  !  was  thus  ruminating  on  n\y 
forlorn  condition,  I  was  vifited  by  Mr 
Whiffle  the  agent. — “  You  feem  to  6c 
‘  foi rowful  this  morning,  Mr  Hones- 
^  Tus,! — Had  you  a  laft  night  ? 

*  — Are  your  finances  reduced?” — 

“  You  have  guefled  the  caufe,  Mr 
‘  Whijffe ;  and  how  to  retrieve  them  I 

*  know  not.” — “  Plhaw  I  nothing  more 
‘  ealily,  h.i,  ha,  ha  !” — “  You  joke  wiift 
‘  me,  Mf  Whiffle  “  Not  l,  faith  !— 

*  Fm  in  earneft: — See  here  (pulling  out 

‘  a  pnrfe  of  gold),;  here  is  u  hat  will  fet 
‘  all  right  again.”  This  brought  to  n\y 
mind  fome  (lories  I  had  .heard  in  myr 
younger  days  about  the  temptations  of 
the  devil :  aud  .I  ftared  at  Whiffle, 
thinking  he  might  be  the  devil,  had 
efTiimed  a ‘hiimaii  ibape.  What  tended 
to  confirm  this  Infpicion  was,  my  having 
juft  before  ‘been  thinking  of  him.  ..I 
therefore  rcfmVd  to  receive  the  purfe 
(which  Mr  Whiffle  gave  me- to  und^- 
iland  was  ouJy*  to' that  go^ 


f  .*rtune  thj^t  w»s  Xo  fzHs^o)  in  mv  favour),  other  occafion ;  provided  <»//•,  that 
till  he  coiulefcrndctl  to  put  (jf  his  on  their  cirn  part,  would  promife  that  1 

to  convince  me  he  had  no  ilcren  feety  ftKHjM  be  honoured  with  foine 
by  which  maik  the  devil  is  ufually  dtH-  portant  place  or  finecore  from  the  go- 
Dcated.  verninent  the  firft  opportunity,  at  an  a* 

•*  Now,"  r;»ys  Mr  WhitHc  to  me  (after  dcqiiatc  reward  for  my  compliMe  cem^ 
I  w.is  reconciled),  “  what  ii  ^'our  opi-  pliances, 

*  nion  if  Patriotism?"  “  Why,^-  To  the  preceding  application  1  recei- 

*  tween  ourfclvcs,  Mr  Whiffle,  'tis  a  ved  for  an fwer,  “  That  their  grace#  and 
‘  damn’d  ftarvlng  caul'e  ; — an  heneji  *  their  lordfhips  could  not  but  be.A//y 

*  min  (as  Shakefpearc  exprclTcs  himfclt)  *  fenfihle  of  the  difiingmijhed  homomr- 

*  cinnot  live  by  it."  “  Ay,  (replies  he)  ‘  I  had  conferred  upim  them: — that  the 

‘  1  liear  yt>u  hive  had  i  vwry  rectnt  in-  ‘  fenatc  would  be  illnjlriouflj  dignified 
‘  fiance  of  it."  “  Indeed  I  have,  Mr  ‘  by  the  pretence  of  fo  a  per- 

‘  Wlnfflc,  to  my  no fcnall difajvaulagc."  ‘  b'nagc  as  IIonestus;  who,  from 
“  Well,  (adds  he)  1  hope  you  will  be  ‘  thefliength  of  his  eloquence,  and  the 
‘  rvifer  in  future."  “  I  do  intend  to  ‘  energy  of  his  writings,  was  equally 
‘  lx:  fo,  Mr  Whiffllc."  Do  you,  (con-  *  qualified  to  miintiin  their  caufc  with- 
‘  tinucshi),  C(HKxivc  ail  the  decLiun-  ‘  in  and  without  doors: — that  Cicerp 
‘  erj  agaiiirt  the  mealures  of  govern-  *  was  not  half  1b  great  an  orator; — and 
‘  ment  to  l>e  geoui/.e  Patriots  —  ‘  that  while  the  treafur^-  could  yield  the 

indeed  1  do  not,  Mr  Whiffle; — fori  ‘  fmalkll  fupply,  1  might  depend  on 
‘  perceive  them  to  i  j/j  likc  a  *  their  afliftance;  and  that  an  agent  had 

‘  ccciy  juft  as  their  t>wn  inicrcfts  or  e-  ‘  been  difpatched  to  me  with  a 

*  mnlumcnts  happen  to  \eer  them  a-  ‘  cient  pr^of  of  their  lincerity— a  proof 

*  bout."  “  Well  faid,  Mr  lloNts-  ‘  which  they  had  never  before  given  to 
‘  Tus: — now  you  confiim  the  defcrlp-  ‘  any  other  perftin,  whatever  had  been 
‘  lion  1  have  biard  given  of  you,  of  be-  ‘  urged  by  malevolent  declaimcrs  to  the 
‘  irg  t H  f  M o s  t  s  f k s  1 6 l f.  m  a in  *  contraty ." 

‘  THF  thrff.  kingtoms*." - Hc  The  ncxt  day  I  was  waitcd  oc  by  Mr 

then  advifed  me  to  fet  oft  imnitdiately  Whiffle,  w’ho  prefented  me  with  first 

lor  the  borough  cf - ,  w  here  a  va-  i  'cufund  peur/ds  :  and  at  the  fame  time 

cancy  had  juft  happened,  to  prtfent  my-  he  alTiirtd  me,  that  his  matters  intended 
lelf  as  a  candidate;  and  if  1  found  that  to  prefent  me  with  a  lijhopricy  where  I 
rooney  would  infure  my  fucccis,  to  ft;ould  have  no  duly  to  do,  or  with! 
wiite  to  the  triniftr>,  by  whom  J  might  government^  wheic  I  Ihould  not  be  o- 
hope  to  be  amply  ftippliid — not  that  they  bliged  to  rrj:de, 

ve»e  wont  to  do  to  to  others  on  timilar  This  gentleman  and  I  waited  on  the 

*  ccafions  (as  w  as  frequently  erroneouf^  magifirates  and  ^e\\  adherents  \  who, 

ly  aircrtcd),  but  nxrely  on  account  of  finding  me  a  favourite  with  the  miniftry, 
that  fupe*  ior  n.’ft it  which  diftinguilh*  weie  loon  fccured  in  my  favour,  by  my 
id  me  horn  the  reft  of  mankind.  afTurir.g  them  that  they  (hould  have  the 

Accordingly  1  took  p<  ft  for  the  faid  particular  places  of  profit  pointed  out  to 
borough,  where  1  ariived  at  twelve  me,  on  their  becoming  vacant,  to  be  en* 
o’clock  at  night.  The  next  morning  1  joyed  at  the  tame  time  by  each  of  them; 
wrote  to  the  miniftry,  informing  them,  and  that  all  their  fons  (whether 
that  if  they  would  undertake  to  fupply  or  iavfuHy  begotten)  Ihould  be  profi- 
inc  w  ith  w  hat  men  and  money  might  be  dtd  for  in  the  army  or  navy.  Such  of 
wanting  to  carry  my  ilcCtinr,  I  would  the  ai  had  not  yet  declared, 

piomile,  |the  name  of  HonfstvS,  leceived  tuventy  guineas  each,  and  mi- 
to  follow  their  direiflions  when  1  had  the  ny  of  the  others,  w  ho  had  already  voted 
honour  to  fit  in  the  houfc,  where  !  in  favour  of  Sir 
would  immediately  difplay  my  gratitude  that  fum,  on  their  giving  certificates 
by  voting  large  Jupplies  in  their  favour,  to  appear  on  the  day  of  ele^lion— when 
Xiudihe  their  hufJihte  fervunt  on  evtiy  the  anival  of  various  detachments  fro« 

the  feveral  dockyards,  and  others plaoei 

•  ^s  this  aJPeftion  nvas  nothing  hnt  in  the  neighbourhoi'^d,  enabled  me  to 
Ihc  ttuth,  .Mr  Printer,  I  command  triumph  over  my  opponent,  who  now 

ycu,  as  V9?i.d»ead  tty  rtftiiUucni,  to  refigned  the  field,  and  left  me  to bepr4* 

pr/«/ // /;#  Caf  iTALs.  t,luiu»€d  conquer ^ 
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Thr  J>fxt  morning  1  rrturncd  with  Mr  indcfaligAhle  induftry,  «nd  Ukes  up  l 
in  triumph  to  L  mdon,  where  I  whole  teiBon  in  examining  the  c<^ud 
VMS  gr.icioufly  received  by  their  lord*  of  Nxb<.»b4  xnd  Nxbob*mAkcrtj  without 
iliips,  who  condefoended  to  Uiigh  »t  the  defigning  to  pnnith  the  tnoft  infamout 
n\i>fortunc  1  had  conir.u‘tcd  from  my  in-  dv*lini;  iency,  and  concludes  in  i  hurry 
tneourfe  with  fomc  of  my  temrie  con-  (without  confulting  any  judges  upon  the 
nitnents,  whole  hutb  ind>  had  l>ecn  kind  fubje^)  to  fupprefs  the  gold  cirrency  in 
tmnich  to  vote  in  my  favour.  The  day  almoft  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
f  .llowng  (which  was  yederday),  I  u>ok  t  hereby  give  a  general  ftxgnation  to  trade, 
rov  Ir at  in  the  hou fc,  when  I  made  my  already  groaning  under  I'cvere  opprclTion, 
frit  fbeech,  which  I  fuppoie  you  have  by  by  an  aft  fo  precipitate  and  inconfide-  . 
iliU  titr.e  feen  in  the  London  Chronicle,  rale,  that  it  h:id  fcarce  palfed  before  it 
Yours.  5:c.  11 0  N  E  S  T  U  S.  was  evidently  proved  imprafticable,  and 

Crofvenor-$ quarts  14.  it  was  oeccirarily  amended  by  another 

power  that  had  no  hand  in  the  framing 
P.  S.  Mv  poor  old  nnrfe,  whom  I  it,  but  wliich  proved  fo  very  inclfeftual 
left  ai  my  former  place  of  reftdcncc  in  a  naeafure,  that  it  is  again  to  be  new 
the  n  rth.  tbc  Moralist  informs  me  framed:  This  lure,  is  cobling  with  a 
\v  r  kille  J  by  A  Ouiwer  of  iight  guineas  wilnefs.  If  he  quietly  fnffers  three  great 
thit  defct  ndcd  from  the  hat  of  my  powers  to  difmember  Poland,  and  alTiila 
h  iond  Sir  John^  as  fhe  was  palTing  by  one  i>f  the fe  powers  to  become  a  re fpcc- 
thc  R:J  Lion  iviKih'jj,  Defirc  Mr  tahlemaritimcone.jshcnotraifingfu- 
1\' 'kill I  Mi  to  wiite  an  F.LtGY  to  her  me-  lure  potent  enemies  in  cafetof  a  rupture, 
r.M?v,  IS  the  nuirc  weighty  affairs  of  the  which  probably  is  not  far  oft;  and  is  he 
m  now  more  immediately  require  not  (till  cobling  ?  If  he  encourages  the 
rr.y  a*ti  ption.  1  rtnll  make  a  fpccch  to-  RufTnn*  to  block  up  the  ports  of  the 
in  irr.w  that  will  Ih.tke  the  whole  houfe.  Turks,  and  thereby  prevent  their  coin- 
1.  > Oil  rcfiifc  to  print  this  in  your  next  merce  being  carried  on,  docs  he  not 
number,  1  Ih  dl  make  a  motion  (^or  the  give  the  coup  de  grace  to  our  Levant 
Arp  rej/ien  of  your  Magazine.  Ergo  trade,  already  at  its  laft  gafp;  is  not  this 
4.u;'e.  worle  than  cobling  ?  The  money  t>illsifi 

li  eland  prove  to  ^  fo  many  bulls  (with- 
Th  PoliticalCobler.  out  any  claim  to  infallibility)  *  and  after 

V  Tfi  A  r  M  L  M  T  Tc-coblcd  here,  the  Inlh  will  not 

“  *  own  them  with  their  bungling  patcU- 

RUT  why  Ihould  a  ^litician  be  com-  work.  And,  to  complete  the  cobling, 
pared  toacobicrf  tea  is  fent  to  America  to  make  (pup 

Aye.  maftcr,  matter,  where  are  your  for  the  (i(h,  and  excite  infurreftious. 
brains?  We  only  live  by  comparifon.  Is  not  this  cobling? — Political  cobling 
He  it  fo  ;  but  then  there  (hould  be  Come  with  a  vengeance  !  Ila  !  ha  !  ha  ! 
ajuitndt  in  it.  Yours,  Ac.  A  Co mjt ant  Reader, 

Aptitude  enough,  I  think.  One  co- 

bier  atiempu  to  botch  the  decayed  foies  To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 


Is  not  this  cobling? — Political  cobling 
with  a  vengeance  !  Ila  !  ha  !  ha  ! 
Yours,  &c.  A  Confiant  Reader, 


of  your  weather-beaten  (hoes;  the  other 
nitcinpts  to  repair  your  much  injured 
political  conftitution;  the  one  bungles 
without  an,  the  other  patches  w'ithout 


Magazine. 

SIR,. 

AS  the  fpring  it  now  advancing,  when 
the  birds  commonly  called  the 


(kill;  both  expedients  for  a  day,  but  fo  Sleepers  will  be  roufed  into  life,  pleafe 
glaring,  that  you  may  ride  and  read.  give  the  following  genuine  account  a 
Bat  to  the  point :  general  alTevcration  place  in  your  Magazine,  that  fome  of 
is  nothing ;  accufation  without  evidence  your  correfpondt ntt  may  favour  me  with 
falL  to  the  ground,  and  the  tccufcr,  not  a  folution  of  fome  difticultica  which,!' 
the  acciiird,  appears  culpable.  (ball  afterwards  (late.  * 

Why  then,  when  a  minifter,  be  he  ’  A  gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood 
North,  South,  £a(l,  or  Weft,  overlooks  found  in  one  of  his  fields,  the  nc(k  of  A 
the  calamities  of  the  people,  when  they  (mall  bird  commonly  called  a  M<ft* 
are  at  the  very  brink  of  dcfpair,  when  cheeper^  (I  am  not  (o  well  acquainted 
famine  ftarcs  them  in  the  face,  trade  it  with  ornithoK>gy  as  to  give  the  Linnean 
dead,  and  the  common  neceftTaries  of  name).  It  was  built  on  the  ground, 
life  are  not  to  be  obtained  by  the  molt  conUined  four  fmaU  eggs  placed  round 


1) 
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a  fifth,  which  was  mnch  larger  than  any 
of  the  reft.  The  gentleman  fancying 
that  this  odd  egg  was  the  enckow’j.,  vi- 
(iled  the  neft  once  a-day  for  about  a  fort¬ 
night,  ,w  hen  he  found  the  large  egg  and 
three  of  tfic  fmall  ones  hatched,  but  the 
j>fodui5tion  of  theformer  was  nowhere  to 
be  found.  Next  day  the  fourth  fmall  egg 
was  found  burftir»g  with  the  young  bird, 
but  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  the 
fhcll  w’ls  alfo  found  empty.  As  1  am 
quite  certain  of  the  above  fa^t,  1  beg 
leave  to  afk, 

I.  Why  the  cuckow,  of  all  the  birds 
w  e  know,  drons  her  eggs  into  the  nefts 
of  other  birds  r 

а.  Why  always,  fo  far  as  I  can  learn, 
into  the  neft  of  this  fmall  bird? 

3.  Whether  this  unnatural  bird  tears 
its  own  young  in  pieces  to  feed  the 
young  cuckow  with,  or  what  becomes  of 
them  ? 

4.  Hare  e^^r  any  nefrs  been  found 
w  ith  none  but  cuckows  eggs  in  them,  and 
old  cuckows  hatching  thereon? 

5.  Is  this  fmall  bird  what  is  vulgarly 
called  the  Titlingy  which  fo  pun^itually 
attends  upon  the  cuckow’? 

б.  Is  this  fondntls  of  the  titling  for  the 
cuckow  from  its  hatching  it,  when  all 
‘wiher  birds  forget  llicconuedion  as  foon 
as  their  young  can  fly  ? 

7.  Does  this  fmall  bird  that  follows 
the  cuckow  pciform  any  piece  of  fervice 
to  it  or  not? 

Yours,  5:c.  AQj.»erist. 

Carn^watbi  Feb>  9. 

The  Brothers  ;  or.  The  Ufe  and  A- 
btije  oj 

IN  the  towm  of  North -Berwick,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  lived  an  eminent  merchant,  who 
had  acquired  a  contulcrahic  fortune  in 
trading  to  HoiJand  and  the  Baltic;  and, 
a^  he  had  only  two  fons,  he  refolved  to 
give  them  an  education  that-  would 
ciuble  them  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
what  fortune  he  intended  to  beijucalh 
them. 

Accordingly  they  were  both  fent  to 
the  fame  fchool,  and  the  progrefs  they 
mace  in  learning  was  nearly  equal. 
They  feemed  both  qualified  with  inch 
lutural  t.a’euls  as  were  fit  fvrr  trade;  fur 
neither  of  them  took  any  great  plcafurc 
in  reading;  nor  did  they  difeover  any 
remarkable  atiachmcr.l  to  the  reigning 
Mlu^.  “  ® 

Juhn,  the  cldcft,  wat  kept  as  a  clerk  io 


his  father’s  compting-houfc;  and  Tbo-  i 
mas,  the  yourigeft,  was  fent  up  to  Lm- 
di*n,  and  bound  apprentice  toau  eminent 
grcKcr  in  the  Strand.  Soon  after  the 
expiration  of  Thomas’s  apprenticefhip, 
the  father  died;  and  his  fortune  wai 
equally  divided  between  his  two  fona, 
whofe  behaviour  had  given  him  the  ut* 
mod  fatisfadtion.  Thomas  opened  i 
fliop  ih  London;  and  John,  not  chufing 
to  remain  any  longer  in  Scotland,  packed 
up  all  he  hadi  and  fet  out  for  London, 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by  his  bro¬ 
ther;  and,  by  his  intereft,  w'as  taken  in¬ 
to  partncrfliip  liy  an  eminent  merchant 
near  Towerhill. 

ft  w’as  not  long,  however,  before  fomc 
difference  arofe  l>ctwecn  him  and  his 
partner,  and  they  mutually  agreed  to 
diffolve  the  partnedliip.  John  then 
opened  an  office  to  iranfadt  bufioefs  on 
his  own  account,  and  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  3  merchant,  w  ith  whom  he  got  i 
confiderabic  fortune. 

In  the  mean  time,  Thomas, Ihe  young- 
eft,  went  on  in  his  bnfinefs  with  fucceft^ 
and  married  the  daughter  of  an  honeft, 
induttrious  tradefman,  who,  inftead  of 
bringing  her  up  a  fine  lady,  had  inftruS- 
ed  her  in  all  the  duties  of  domcftic  life* . 
She  had  been  taught  to  believe,  that  t 
ftuff  gown,  a  plain  head-drcls,  and  a  few 
guineas  in  her  pticktt,  were  of  much 
greater  value  than  a  filk-gowa  of  the 
Tie  welt  pattern,  a  head  drefs  in  the  fi- 
“fliion,  or  a  preleiifion  to  credit  while  1 
perfon  is  twenty  pounds  in  debt.  She 
had  as  much  pride  as  kept  her  abov# 
contempt,  and  prexured  her  the  refped 
of  thofe  of  her  ow  n  ftation. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  wife  of  John,  I 
w  ho  had  been  brought  up  in  the  conn-  I 
try,  began  gradually  to  difcover  the  ru«  | 
ling  paffion  of  his  mind.  | 

'I'he  pleafurcs  at  the  places  of  public 
diverfions  appeared  to  him  of  much  more 
importance  than  a  regular  attendance  s® 
liis  bufinefs;  and  his  Ipoufe  told  him, 
that  iione  but  vulgar,  low-minded  W* 
lows  would  fpend  their  evenings  in  the 
city.  “  Leave  hufinds  to  be  minded  bf 
your  clc*'k8,**  faid  Ihc;  “  for,  unlcfs  you 
appear  like  a  man  of  fafhion,  1  will  ne¬ 
ver  own  you  as  a  hufband*  ■  I  * 
brought  up  as  a  lady,  and  1  will  btc  t* 
fuch.” 

John  W’as  one  who  had  no  netd  w 
being  put  in  mind  of  tbefc  things;  ^ 
attention  had  been  already  tlettcW 
from  bufinefs,  aud  hc'was  as  ^ 
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bi«  fpoufe  could  wilh.  His  brother  of¬ 
ten  lemonftrated  to  him  on  the  impro- 
pilctv  of  his  coudu(5l;  but  he  was  too 
in ijcli  attached  to  plcafurc,  and  too  ob- 
ftquiwus  to  bis  wile,  to  pay  any  regard 
to  the  advice  of  the  belt  friend  he  had  in 
the  world. 

A  carriage  was  fet  up;  a  country 
honfe  was  taken,  and  furnilhed  in  the 
molt  elegant  tafte;  and  idle  livcry-fer- 
vants  weic  kept,  in  order  to  grace  the 
fi)lemn  farce.  But  this  was  too  gay  a 
rue  to  laft  long ;  for,  w'hen  John  and  his 
lady  were  at  the  opera,  the  play,  the 
paullieon,  and  the  mafquerade,  his  bull- 
r.efs  was  ncgleded,  and  his  bills  were 
protclled. 

His  mornings  were  fpent  in  coffec- 
houfes,  haranguing  upon  the  mifcondu^l 
of  the  minidry,  without  thinking  of  his 
own.  He  looked  upon  it  as  diOionour- 
ahle  to  be  feen  on  ’Change,  An  elegant 
din::er  was  ferved  up  about  four  o’clock  r 
his  lady  did  the  honours  of  the  table ; 
and  the  conri-end  of  the  town  conclud¬ 
ed  the  evening,  or  rather  began  the  mor¬ 
ning.  When  they  came  home  in  the 
morning  (t;  r  they  I'eldom  arrived  foon- 
er),  the  iervants  were  fcolded  for  not 
giving  proper  attendance,  becaufe  they 
had  been  ovcrjxnveretl  by  fleep:  and  the 
fult  news  the  clerks  generally  commu¬ 
nicated  to  their  mafter  wms,  that  many 
tlifilrent  pcrlons  had  been  there  with 
bills. 

“  Let  them  come  again,”  faid  John, 

I  have  ncj  time  to  mind  luch  low,  mean 
affairs.” — “  I  am  lurprifed.  Sir,”  iaid  the 
lady,  “  that  t)eoplc  Ihould  be  lb  prelling 
foi  money:  1  wilh,  my  dear,  you  w'ould 
give  over  bufinefs,  and  take  a  liouic  in 
Sono'tqiiare.  Then,  my  dear,  you 
would  not  be  plagued  with  Ihcfe  mean 
wretches  coiidng  after  you  in  this  man¬ 
ner;  and  you  know  we  thould  then  be 
near  CarlllL-houic.” 

Things  w'cnt  oil  in  this  manner  for 
fomc  lime;  but  even  the  mod  pleafant 
litc  will  not  b.ll  for  ever,  and  at  lail  John 
Jaw  his  nai»e  in  the  Gazette.  He  knew 
lliat  he  was  not  able  to  give  hia  credi- 
t  *13  a  latisfadory  account  in  what  man¬ 
ner  lie  had  difimfed  his  fortune,  <»r 
i.s;hcr  of  thtiii ;  and,  taking  leave  of  his 
lady,  he  ftt  out  for  Duiikitk, 

Thomas  beheld  his  brother’s  misfor¬ 
tunes  with  great  concern;  but,  as  it  was 
What  he  had  long  expected,  it  did  not 
[fo  mueh  affcdl  him  as  it  o»herwile  would 
utc  done,  Thomas  was  a  man  of  hu¬ 


manity;  he  confidered  himfeJf  as  con¬ 
nected  with  his  brother  by  the  tics  of 
nature;  and,  when  he  found  that  her 
had  forfeited  his  life  to  the  laws*  of  his 
country,  he  fet  him  up. in  a  fliop  in 
Dunkirk.  He  mixed  with  the  mod  vul* 
gar  company  ;  he  contra^cd  a  fatal  di- 
feafe,  and  died.  His  wife,  who  could 
not  l^ar  the  thoughts  of  fuflfring  the  re¬ 
proaches  that  were  thrown  out  againtk 
her,  on  account  of  poverty,  muftered  up 
all  the  money  (be  could,  with  which  (he 
bought  fome  paltry  cloaths,  and  was  ta¬ 
ken  into  keeping  by  an  eminent  banker,, 
who  foon  after  died,  and  left  her  to 
range  at  largo  on  the  town.  She  funk 
from  one  date  to  another,  till  at  lad  (he 
became  fo  miferable,  that  (he  dole  fomc- 
thing  to  fatisfy  the  immediate^calls  of 
nature;  and,  having  received  fcntcnce 
of  tranfportation,  died  in  her  paflage  to 
America. 

Thomas  lived  in  the  world  in  the 
mod  indudrioiis  manner;  and  be  died 
crowned  with  honour.  His  a^ons  were 
jud,  bis  lift  reputable,  and  his  death  la¬ 
mented. 

Remarkable  tnjlanoes  of  Walking* 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  WEEKtr 
Magaiini. 

S  1  R, 

After  the  ridiculous  Bum  impofed 
on  the  public  in  regard  to  the  (ka- 
ting-match  at  Duddingdon,  where  I'uch 
a  croud  of  both  fexes  were  led  by  their 
credulity  into  an  April  errand  on  the  3d 
of  January,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
Land  uf  Cakes  may  receive  another  chal¬ 
lenge  from  this  fellow  Powel*,  who  has 
of  late  dtded  the*  public  papers  with  his 
journey  on  foot  to  and  from  London 
and  York  in  thccourfeof  (ixdays.  The 
EngIKh  ( however  fond  of  wagering ) 
have  rather  too  exalted  a  notion  of  the 
prowefs  of  their  countrymen  to  imagine^ 
that  becauie  Davis  beat  a  clumfy  Hol- 
landefi  he  was  likewife  to  overmatch  e- 
very  ^otfman;  but  it  is  more  likely  the 
fingle  gentleman  in  whole  name  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  challenge  was  laid,  would 
Cfrom  his^  expertnefs  m  that  at  well  as  in 
mod  other  cxerciTos,  had  Davit  appear¬ 
ed)  have  gained  the  match  witheafe.  ‘ 
The  following  indancevnf  welLittefted 
pededrian  exp^ition  may  convince  the 
Londoners  there  was  nothingfo extraor¬ 
dinary  in  Powel’s  walk:  An  old, gentle- 
*  man  who  feme  time  ago  belonged  to  thk 
avcDue^  kc£t  a  (ervant  in  the*  cfaai^tftcr 
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of  a  running  footman,  who  wat  every 
uewt  day  fent  from  Muffelburgb  (near 
which  hit  mafter  lived)  to  Ediobmrgh  for 
the  papers  at  la  o’clock  forenoon,  and 
yetara^  regularly  in  time  to  have  every 
thing  ready  fur  table  before  (linner,  which 
fe  thqfe  days  was  an  hour  earlier  than  the 
prefent  ouxle ;  but  one  day  the  man  was 
rather  late  of  appearing,  which  alarmed 
family  a  Tittle,  and  made  them  ex* 
daim  with  furprife  what  could  keep  in- 
toed  Wattie  (pn  appellative  be  TOt  from 
the  naturallnverfion  of  bis  feet) :  at  lait 
be  arrived  by  five  afternoon,  and  was  in* 
terrogsted  how  he  came  fo  late ;  to  w'hidi 
be  replied,  that  when  he  went  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  be  was  informed  of  his  mother’s 
being  unwell,  and  took  a  ftep  to  Falkirk 
to  fee  her.  Now,  PowcTs  greateft  walk 
(or  a  complete  day  was  only  fume  odds 
cf  ninety  miles;  but  this  man  did  cer¬ 
tainly  more,  as  every  one  knows,  the 
diftance  to  and  from  the  place  above 
mentioned  is  not  under  fixty  miles  Eng* 
]}{h,  which  he  finished  in  five  hours. — 
Another  well-attcficd  hd  may  plainly 
evince  what  Scots  lads  are  capable  of  in 
this  kind  of  exerctfe.  Some  jwars  ago 
erne  was  fmt  with  difpatcbcs  by  the  late 

carl  of  M - -n  from  Edinburgh  to  KirV- 

wrall  in  Orkney,  andnotwilhftandir^  the 
time  that  muft  unavoidably  have  been 
loft  in  croffing  various  ferriefi,  and  the 
Pcntland  firth,  and  unluckily  foraioing 
bis  ancle  (which  in  the  words  of  a  learn¬ 
ed  pedant  muft  have  greatly  impeded  bis 
bis  itinerancy),  he  returned  to  Edin¬ 
burgh  the  lith  day,  without  being 
prompted  by  betts  or  pecuniary  re¬ 
ward,  more  than  the  ordinary  allowance 
in  the  way'  of  his  bufineik  Things  as 
extraordinary  could  be  related  of  the 
4tc  evl  of  Crawford,  captain  Walter 
Pringle  of  Newhah,  M’Kinlay  and  o- 
tbers;  bnt  the  above  may  fuffice  to  ihow, 
that  Powel’s  perfonnaoce  is  not  lb  won¬ 
derful  at  the  Cockneys  take  it  to  be,  for 
furely  this  man  was  capable  of  exiting 
this  journey  in  much  Ihorter  time  (bar¬ 
ling  the  water  pafiages  and  accident  that 
befell  him),  cfpccially  as  it  may  be  fup- 
poied  be  would  take  his  full  and  natural 
reft  every  night.  Yours,  ficc. 

£diM.  Fri.  8.  Scot  us. 


To  the  PUBLItNSa  of  iko  WEXXLlf 
Magaziks. 

*8  I  R, 

UPON  perufiag  yc^  entertainment 
of  the  jd  iaS.  with  ft>me  friends 


lately,  our  rifible  frcultiet  were 
excited  by  our  neighbour’s  eledrii^^' 
periments.  As  foon  as  1  had  read  Hum^ 
phrey  Rtgadoon's  account  of  the  rapid 
progreU  that  politenefr  gnd  good-breed¬ 
ing  are  making  In  the  country,  one  df 
the  comply  exclaimed that  ht  meamt 
our  city,  "and  iofifted  that  ir*'anfwcTtd 
us  in  every  refped  1  Bat  to  confute  this 
opinion,  and  Icaft  a  ftain  of  that  kind 
(hould  be  propigatcd  to  our  difadvin- 
tage,  1  nujft  tLercfbrc  defire  you,  Sr, 
to  inform  the  public,  that  there  is  an 
eflential  difference  as  to  the  place  of  our 
meeting:  O  fie  ?  let  \i  not  be  laid  thnt 
we  meet  In  a  viftusl-lofr,  add  fit  upon 
meal-facks  (the author,  1  fuppofi^,  meaai 
an  imitation  of  thofe  who  fit  upon  wss/- 
pach) :  No,  Sir,  let  it  be  known  that  we 
alTemble  in  the  third  tavern  in  town,  in 
a  large  upper  room,  elegantly  furniihed 
with  wo^en  chairs  and  forms,  and  i8u- 
minated  with  large  candles  in  luftres,  or 
rather  I  fhould  have  Ciid  fconces; 
by  the  bye,  thou^  C'ur  meeting  is  vil- 
garly  called  ojemhly,  it  is  more  pro¬ 
perly  a  Concert  ;  for,  before  the  dsttSlM 
bejgins,  we  have  a  concert  of  vocal  soJ 
inftr  a  mental  mufic,  whcti  all  the  com¬ 
pany  fing  fongs  to  their  turn.  Too  in^ 
know.  Sir,  our’s  is  no  obfeure  village,  or 
dirty  hamlet ;  we  are  a  royal  boro^i 
and  have  an  eledioo  in  contetnplati^ 
which  we  exped  will  fet  all  thlngi  to 
ri^ts  with  us ;  for  it  feems  to  be  aa  eti^ 
blifhed  maxim,  that 

One  knight  may  he  ns  good* s  nnether* 
The  highejt  bidder  be  toe  WMoer, 

Mr  Rfgadoon*t  encomiums#  witboot 
addition  of  vanity,  may  be  appropnlM 
by  levera!  of  us ;  and  as  1  would  not  de* 
preciitc,  or  fpeak  evil  of  digoitiet#  I 
muft  tdl  you,  as  a'  private  tneeddtr, 
that  fome  of  us,  both  male  and  friaiik, 
raife  our  heads  as  high  as  any  in  ytsf 
metropolis. 

Yours,  dec. 

SlGMOX  PlAM* 

Lnnerk,  Feb,  y. 

P,  S,  The  parliameSt  bat  bscu 
a  good  while,  but  not  a  word  from  ip#* 
nejms  ;  I  wilh  that  plsgOTiMft 
not  have  feixed  bis  head, 
agreeable  poet  R.  F,  quite 
dead  ui  taw?  A  lady  told 
to  write  any  more,  (he  would 
ly  fublcribe,  that  he  might  udbmmi 
pair  of  new  bfiekts 
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POETRY. 

Fatal  Loti. 

Beauty,  tho*  the  gift  of  heiT'o. 

How  fatal  to  the  fair  ! 

Yc  maids !  attend  to  S  a  l  l  r 's  ule. 

And  of  her  fate  beware. 

Sweet  Sally,  of  her  friends  the  boad, 
A  child  of  pkms  tows, 

In  youth  to  guilty  lose  betray'd  ; 

Sad  fource  of  ail  her  woes  I 

Her  cheek  (hone  as  the  bluihing  role. 

Her  face  like  lilly  fair  ; 

And  none  of  all  the  flatter'd  Bella 
With  Sally  could  compare. 

But  Claro,  young,  and  rich,  and 
Her  eafv  heart  deceiv'd ; 

He  fwoix  Ke  meant  her  for  his  bri4e, 

A  nd  (he,  fond  maid  !  believ'd. 

Too  late  (he  found  her  Claro  faife 
Ne'er  meant  his  u^th  to  keep  ; 

But  (he,  once  patt  the  brink  of  Tice, 
Plung'd  headlong  in  the'  deep. 

Fear  and  remorfe  at  times  awoke. 

And  tore  her  trembling  bread ; 
Reflection  (car'd  her  waking  thoughts. 
Dark  dreams  didurb'd  her  ted. 

Oft  in  the  midd  of  guilty  joy. 

The  tear  bedtw'd  her  face ; 

With  horror  (idz’d,  the  conlcioos  foul 
Shrunk  from  the  foul  cmlMrace. 

She  finned  dill  Tct  dill  deplor'd 
The  wretched  life  (bwled. 

Till  cv'ry  thought  of  heaT'n  was  loft. 
And  hope  of  mercy  fled. 

Her  Clajio  (icken'd — the  hour  came, 
When  be  mud  yield  his  breath  ; 
Rdoftant  he  a  vi^at  funk 
In  the  cold  arras  of  death. 

In  the  dead  (ilent  hour  of  night, 

•  When  angels  watch  the  good^ 

To  her  the  ghoft  of  Claro  came, 
Drefs'd  in  a  (able  (hroud. 

Upon  her  eyes,  now  alt  forlorn, 

A  (tumb^  joft  had  crept ; 

But  haunted  fsocy  found  no  reft, 

But  ickfome  vigils  k^. 


And  threat'njiig  were  his  haggard  looks; 
Death's  frightful  mein  he  wore. 

She  heard  a  voice,  of  thought  (ke  heard, 

^  As  death-bell's  folemii  knell. 

From  coads  of  black  defpair  I  come, 

*•  Where  horrors  erer  d^U  - 

'1. 

I  Come  to  haunt  thy  midnight  dr«un« 

**  And  warn  thee  of  thy  fate  n— 

**  Fly,  fly  from  the  impending  doom ! 

**  O  fly  !  if  not  too  late. 

**  Conlign'd  I  am  to  endlefs  woe, 

1  who  thy  youth  betray'd ; 

No  darkfome  cavern  can  I  flod,  * 

**  To  bide  my  guilty  head. 

**  That  face  to  me  no  more  is  jTair  ; 

**  Ho  fiend  fo  much  t  loathe  : 

Curs'd  be  the  day  1  faw  thole  charms* 

**  So  deadly  to  us  both  ? 

**  I  hade  (he  (aid)  onto  the  (hades  %  * 

**  A  (hoit  abrupt  adieu  f 
To^nwrroiv  y>n  jhaii  he  with  me  - 
Then  yapilb'd  from  her  view.. 

She  wakes — (he  darts— and  thrice  (be  call'd 
Aloud  on  Cl  arc's  name  : 

Repofe  her  weary  eyes  foiibok. 

Cold  tremors  ieix^d  her  frame. 

Still  in  her  ears,  thro*  the  long  night. 

The  difmal  accents  rung  : 

Pale  was  the  maid  when  morning  dawn'd# 
And  fault* ring  was  her  tongue. 

i 

Aa  fnow  before  the  (corching  fun. 

Her  wading  fpirits  fail'd ; 

Her  friends  alTembling  round  her  hed# 

Her  baplefs  end  bewail'd. 

On  thefe  (he  cad  a  ruefn!  look, 

And  rats^  her  drooping  ; 

Life  quiv'ring  doubt ftii  on  her  Ups, 

With  plaintlrc  voice  (he  (aid— 
o 

**  Adieu»  my  friends  and  ttdfhbounrall ! 

**  A  long  and  lad  adkn  ! 

**  Tm  fummon'd  hence ;  nnr  dare  1  day; 

**  My  moments  are  but  few. 

Bereft  of  hope,  I  clofe  mine  eyes 
“  On  the  precinftf  of  day  ; 

I  haden  to  the  wo*-14  unknown, 

**  And  dreary  b  the  way. 


She  iaw  her  loyery>aU  and  wan ; 
Her  lover  now  no  mcNre  ; 

vot.  xxrtr. 


**  The  Judge  is  near !  where  (ball  I  fly  ? 

My  hour  of  grace  b  pad ; 

**  Destn's  terror,  and  a  work!  to  come, 
**  Ifee— IAkI  aflaft! 
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“  O  ha<i  T  ncVr  beheld  tlic  fun, 

“  Nt>i  known  tlic  hated  day, 

“  When  lilc'fc  fanuthc  vaniiics 
“  Seduc’d  my  ltc|)s  to  III  ay  ! 

“  Br  warnM  by  me*' — Slic  couU  no  more. 
But  Rave  a  deadly  Rr<»an  ; 

riiTcc  panR&  her  ItiURRliiiR  foul  convuU'd, 
Unwilling  Lo  be  gone  : 

She  dies — Jicr  litart  now  ceas’d  to  beat, 
riir  pur{(le  tide  to  How  ; 

They  Ilretch’d  her  out  a  L>icaihlef»  corpfc, 
In  fad  and  blent  woe. 

But  what  amajement,  horror,  dread, 

Struck  thro’  their  thro!>bing  hcntls, 

W^hen  luJdcn  I'rom  the  luii’ial  ioueii 
'riicghallly  bgurc  Harts! 

Her  ryes  like  glaring  firc-halls  roll’d, 

And,  with  iiitcrral  breath, 

**  belt  !  a  t:!l  !*'  ihc  loud  exclaim’d, 
'i'hcn  funk  again  In  death. 

Ye  who  frequent  the  play  a«d  hall, 
hath  gay  and  thouglukls  tair  ! 

Attend  to  S.%1. L\’s  momnud  talc. 

And  of  her  fate  beware  ! 

Mir  i.ng- flute.  C - 


Transi..vtion  r/  Hor  a c  Book  I, 

»  Ode  li. 

'“T^iiE  man  whofe  blamclefs  life  and  heart 
X*  ft  n  cere 

'I  hc  lalting  facets  rf  innocrtirr  imnnrt. 

Needs  not  the  Ura  or  Mauritanian  ff>ear, 

Kor  quiver  loaded  wiiii  the  jtoiion’d  dart. 

YVhclhcr  thro’  Afrit’s  fands  Ids  courfc  he 
l*tnd, 

Wbric  the  jKH»r  trav’kr  meets  a  fultry 
grave  ; 

Whether  his  Heps  o’er  barren  mountains, 
fend, 

Cr  where  Hydafpes’  fabled  wateis  lave. 

As  carclcfs  thro’  the  Sahinc  w»ood  1  Hray’d«* 

And  thought,  and  lung  of  L.alagc  and  love, 

A  monrtioui  wolf  cantc  prowling  crofs  the 
lhadc, 

And,  tho’  unarm'd,  he  fled  me  thro’  diC 
£ro\c; 

Than  which,  not  Daunla’s  woodi  extended 
wide 

A  ftcrtcr  or  more  dre.-idful  favaye  ticld  ; 

Or  Juba’s  land,  where  fcanty  waters  glide. 

And  tawny  lions  j'aw  the  fun*burnt  titld. 

Yet  ht  me  live  at  either  diflant  pole. 

Where  wofHi<  ne’er  blclTum  .ithafum- 
rnci's  brteac. 


MAGA'ZINE,  OR 

Where  clouds  opprefs,  and  Hormy  bilk>ws> 
roll 

With  unrcfleflcd  azure  o’er  the  feat. 

Or  caH  my  lot  beneath  the  torrid  zone. 
Where  no  fcorch’a  native  rears  the  (beU’e* 
ing  piLs, 

1  Hill  will  1(  •ve  my  Talagc  alone, 

W'lio  f'lcaks  fo  fwccily,  and  fo  fweetly^ 
fmilcs. 

P-  '  "  ~Uf  Kaji-Lothian.  W.  B. 

Epitaph  for  William  Fluklling, 
fhc  learned  Collier  of  Mangotsfltld  in  Glou- 
ccHtrlhirc,  -who  died  Dec.  i.  i  773i  oged^i, 

I^EN’EATH  this  humble  turf  there  lies 
^  All  honeit  miner  *,  icarn’d  and  wife. 

'J  o  latcH  life  from  early  vouth, 

His  baich  was  philofophic  truth  : 

His  mind,  by  love  of  wifdom  fir’d, 

T'o  knowledge  more  tiiaii  wealth  afpir’d  ;  • 

And  oft  »rom  nightly  rell  he  Hole  |, 

'I'o  feck  the  charnu  r  of  his  Ibul. 

In  nature’s  book,  by  nature  taught. 

He  Icai  u’d  to  think  as  Nkw'ton  thought  ♦{; 
And,  with  an  aflronomic  eye, 

McaHn’d  the  rolling  orbs  on  high  {{• 

He  knew  the  houlcs,  motions,  reign,  ‘ 

Of  all  the  planetary  train  ; 

And,  with  prccilion  juH  and  rlear,  -  ^ 

Mark’d  out  the  ordcr.s  of  the  year  §  5 
'j  o  him  were  nature’s  treafures  known,  ■“ 
And  I'i’icnce  made  thcmi  ail  his  own. 

VV'liat  tho’  nor  wealth,  nor  honour’d  birth, 
Hidinguillfd  liim  from  men  of  earth  ; 

What  I  ho’  nor  Hate,  nor  letter’d  name,  ■ 
j'.nroll’d  him  in  the  lill  of  fame  ; 

Hi.s  foul  afpir’d  to  nobler  things. 

And  lelt  the  world  to  lords  and  kings;. 
Cuntciit  t*  enjoy  the  better  part, 

A  knowing  litad  and  honcH  heart.  **• 
Accept,  blcH  ihaic  I  the  tiihiXedoe 
'i’o  worth  fo  limply  great  as  thine ; 

And  let  the  learn *cl  witii  candour  view 
What  friendihip  ofTcrs  at  thy  Ihrire. 

'  .  w.a 

*  He  worked  in  the  coal-mines  of  Kiag#' 
woiMl  all  his  days,  for  the  fuppoit  of  hiiSKlf 
and  family. 

f  In  his  younger  days  he  has  been  knowf 
to  fpend  near  whole  nights  in  fUr-guiug, 
and  the  Hudy  of  the  heavens  '  • 

^  He  read  Newton,  Halley,  Keil,  and 
other  I'.arned  authors  ;  and  told  roe  be  laid 
out  thirty  pounds  in  the  purchaic  of  books 
of  fcicncc ;  and  which  money  he  laved,  for 
that  purpofe,  out  of  his  daily  labour  ia  iitf 
youth.  ^ 

1}  He  gi^und  glafles  to' the  greateft  perfre- 
tUMi,  and  to  any  focus  required*  He  made 
retracting,  rCfleOing,  and  dou’ule-tulied  t^cA 
copes,  and  alfo  microfeopes  of  every  kiod.’ 

§  lie  was  author  of  an  aloiaoack. 
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Ths  R  E  V  I  E  W. 

In  our  lad  we  infertcd  feveral  learned 
argumeiiljt  and  opinit)n»  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Scdion  in  the  impor- 
lani  i|iJc'Aion  of  Literary  Property, 
in  this  we  give  that  of 

Lord  C  A  R  D  E  N  S  T  O  N. 

ITHINiC  we  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  the  pleadings  in  thiscaufe.  Tney 
have  been  admirable  on  both  Tides.  The 
Lwyers  arc  intitlcd  to  our  thanks;  and 
1  do  not  bjlievc  that  ever  this  qoeOlon 
Ins  been  debated  with  greater  ability 
tl»5n  l)V  the  Scots  bir.  1  cannot  agree 
v.iih  atiy  of  your  lordlhipB  who‘Con!ider 
this  as  a  clear  cafe.  1  think  it  is  a  nice 
and  d  nicnlt  quedion.  1  own  I  have 
been  pu/zicd  to  fix  nay  opinion.  In  my 
fird  ref! L*  lion  on  the  argument,  I  was 
flronyiy  inclined  to  embrace  the  opinion 
of  a  literary  property.  1  wis  moved  by 
the  great  obje»5t  of  encouragement  due 
to  learned  and  ingenious  men.  By  the 
app;«rent  judice  and  rcofon  of  a  right 
and  property  in  a  man’s  own  works;  and 
the  proilndions  of  his  genius  or  induf- 
try ;  and  I  was  greatly  movee!  by  th.e 
authority  of  a  judgment  pronounced  by 
a  court  of  high  reputation  in  our  neigh¬ 
bouring  country.  But  my  maxim  is, 
and  ever  lhall  be,  nulliut  addifius  ju^ 
riirc  in  verba  tna^i/Jr:  ;  and,  on  the 
i'ulleft  conlideration  of  this  matter,  I  am 
now  of  opinion,  that  authors  have  in 
reafon  and  equity  a  right  to  be  prote(5ted 
in  the  foie  and  cxclnlive  publication  of 
their  own  works  for  a  limited  time.  But 
tie*  nature  of  the  thing,  and  the  practice 
r,f  ii.itions,  admits  not  of  a  rc.\l  and  per- 
pctual  property. 

I'he  qutdion  in  England  depended  u- 
pon  the  common  law  ot  that  country, 
I'hcre  is  no  need  of  argument  to  prove 
an  undeniable  propohlion,  that  we  mull 
judge  by  the  common  law  of  Scotland; 
in  which  1  cannot  find  a  fuflicient  foun¬ 
dation  for  this  claim  of  perpetual  pro¬ 
perty  ill  authors. 

I'here  are  three  fountains  from  which 
the  common  law  of  Scotland  is  derived : 
1  7,  From  certain  ufages  and  confuetudes 
V  hich  have  been  long  and  uniformly  ob- 
Terved  ;  the  origin  of  which  iri  focne  ca- 
ilt  canuot  be  traced.  Our  law  of  death- 
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bed  is  an  example  of  this.  a<7/y,  A 
great  fountain  of  our  common  law  is  the 
civil  law  of  the  Romans,  in  fu  far  as  it 
has  been  received  in  our  pradice,  and  is 
evidently  juft  and  applicable  to  cafes  ur>- 
determined  in  our  own  law:  and  Tome 
of  our  ftatutes  mention  the  Roman  law 
as  the  common  law  of  Scotland,  s^/jr, 

I  admit  into  our  common  taw  every 
piiiiciplc  of  jiifticc,  asdiftinguiibed  from 
mere  obligatious  of  morality,  which  have 
bi*en  allowed  and  received  as  principles 
of  juftice  by  other  civilized  nations.  I 
have  examined  this  claim  of  literary  pro¬ 
perty  under  thofe  different  branches  of 
our  common  law.. 

As  to  the  lirft,  our  ufage  (lands  againft 
the  plea  of  a  pru}>crty  in  authors.  It  is 
an  upftart  property  in'  this  country, 
which  authors  have  never  claimed,  and 
our  lawyers  have  never  afferted.  They 
have  always  contented  themfeves  with 
demanding  that  Jimitert  protection  which 
a  patent  gave,  idly.  It  is  admitted, 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  plea 
in  the  civil  law,  though  we  find  in  it  the 
greateft  variety,  and  the  moft  fnbtle  dif- 
timftions  of  property,  zdly.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reafon  and  juftice,  as  approved 
by  all  civilized  nations,  do  fupport  the 
author’s  claim  to  a  temporary  prote^ion 
6r  priviUg«i  not  to  a  properly  or  perpe-. 
tual  right.  Upon  this  ground  1  chiefly 
reft  my  opinion.  The  moft  fubftantiat 
and  convincing  evidence  of  what  is  real¬ 
ly  juft  and  rational,  in  a  matter  of  pub¬ 
lic  concern  to  all  countries,  is  the  con* 
curring  fenfc  of  nations.  vPor  above 
three  hundred  years,  and  ever  fince  the 
invention  of  printing,  all  the  nations  and 
dates  in  Europe  have,  by  their  practice, 
cftablifhed  the  nature  of  an  author’s 
right.  They  have  granted  no  more  than 
a  temporary  privilege,  and  in  that  they 
have  all  concurred.  1  make  no  narrovr 
diftiniflions  of  PopiOi  and  Proteftant,T- 
monarchies  and  free  dates.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  th.it  iince  the  aera  of  printing,  and 
of  the  reformati.Hi,  even  the  .Popidi 
countries  have  been  greatly  enlightened ; 
nor  has  learning  and  juftice  been  conii- 
ned  to  the  Proteltant  and  free  countries 
only.  This  is  the  fubftanfial  ground  of 
my  opinion.  .1  can  conceive,  in  a  quef- 
tion  of  this  iiatuie,  no  authority  of  c- 
qual  weight  with  the  fent’e  and  concur¬ 
ring  practice  of  civilized  natii»n«  for  a- 
gcs.  The  fplcndid  error  of  one  great 
maa  may  miilcad  many;  but  Icauuut  - 
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br  cafi’y  induced  to  think,  th.it  the  con-  hns  a  »^igi't  to  ufe  it  it  his  dircrction;  to 
curring  fcnl'c  and  practice  ot  nations  is  rmilriplv  the  copies  by  tranfcriblhg,  or 
trrnneous.  l>y  piiiuinp,  except  in  fo  far  as  he  may 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this  be  reflrained  by  itatiitc,  or  the  legal  in- 
ejueftion  is  of  fucli  importance  even  to  tcrpolilton  of  the  fovereign,  or  the  eqiii- 
the  literary  trade  of  London  bookfellers  table  injunctions  of  the  civil-  magiftrate. 
a*  they  fetm  to  imagine;  and  1  am  clear  1  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  ft>lid 
that  authors  hive  no  concern  in  the  and  fnbfianiial'diftinCtion  between  the 
•juefiion  at  ill.  The  term  of  legal  pro-  right  of  an  author  in  his  book  after  pub* 
teCtion  out-lives  the  great  bulk  of  books  lic.iiion,  and  the  right  of  a  perlon  who 


that  are  publiihtd.  Nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  of  athoufand  have  little  me¬ 
rit  but  their  novelty:  they  are  once  read 
by  idle  people  for  amufeinent,  and  are 
never  thought  of  ag.iin.  Ilow  few  hooks 
puhlillitd  in  the  lalt  century  arc  reprint¬ 
ed  in  this?  How' few  books  of  this  will 
be  re-pi inted  in  the  next:  We  had  in 
Scotland  fo  me  good  folid  law-b4)oks,  and 
books  of  wild  divinity  *  the  latter  may 
txift  in  tome  <Mld  hhrarieP.  Lord  Stair’s 
Jnftitutions  las  been  ic*  pi  inted,  by 
which,  I  anr  inbirmed,  the  booki'eller 
loll.  That  book  was  rc  printed  with¬ 
out  leave  of  his  heirs;  indeed  1  know 
jmt  hovv  many  people  miill  have  been 
npplitil  to,  had  it  been  niiderftood  to  be 
hi  honis  of  loid  S^air;  and  even  the 
belt  ant  hoi  s  are  edvigtd  to  fell  their 
voiks  to  the  booUftlier. 

When  I  confider  lhl^  queflion  of  litc- 
ravy  property  upon  principles  (»f  reanui 
and  expediencv,  1  find  fo  many  intrica- 
cie;,,  form  thing  lo  anomnlous  and  ineon- 
liiient  in  this  idea  of  perpetual  property 
in  an  iutI  oi’b  work,  after  he  has  publifli- 
cd  it  t4>  al!  r*  e  world,  tint  I  cannot  afi'ent 
t  » it.  'I’he  gre^t  argument,  or  ratio  ciu’ 
i'itahdi^  which  I  own  at  full  almoflcem- 
vinctd  me,  is,  inat  the  author  has  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  property- right  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  manufeript  ci'mix)fcd  by  himftif; 
•whv  IhouUI  he  lofe  it  by  publication,  as 


invents  a  machine,  after  he  makes  it 
public.  The  diltindions  which  I  have 
heard  in  the  cotirfe  of  this  debate,  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  toD  mctaphytical  and  imma 
terial.  Wnen  I  w  as  inclined  to  the  opi 
nion  of  literary  property,  and  bent  to 
anfvver  this  objedion,  I  found  it  infiir 
mountabic  ;  at  leaft,  the  diltindions  are 
too  nice  for  my  difeerning,  ortoounfub- 
ftantial  for  my  principles  of  judging  in 
matters  of  right.  I  will  draw  the  compa 
rifou  in  every  material  point,  and  1  think 
they  coincide  exadly.  The  author  hat 
a  property  admitted  on  both  fidcs  in  the 
manulciipt  copy  of  his  compufitron  be 
foie  publication.  Is  there  any  doubt  that 
the  inventor  of  a  machine,  which  may 
be  more  beneficial  ic  mankind  than  any 
bonk,  has  alfo  a  property  in  his  work 
befote  it  is  made  public  i*  It  is  faid,  that 
the  author  of  a  btu'k  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  intend  by  publication  and  fale  to  part 
w'ith  his  pronetty  in  the  literary  compo- 
htivtn,  as  contained  in  the  original  ma 
nufeript ;  and  may  it  not  with  equal  rea 
fon  be  fuppoftd,  that  the  inventor  of  a 
machine  does  not  mean  to  fell  his  art  or 
invention  \  he  fells  only  the  individual 
'machine  to  be  ufed  for  the  purpolei 
which  it  was  contrived  to  fei  ve.  A  dif 
tindion  was  made,  that  the  mechanic 
who  makes  a  machine,  after  the  model 
of  the  original  inventor,  employs  bit 


lie  intends  ciiiy  to  gUe  the inilruilion  cr  own  art  and  genius;  it  is  an  ad  of  inai* 
p'.iiliirt  <)l  Urtiling,  not  tlie  profit  oi  tation  w  hich  he  cannot  be  barred  from 
]n.l)lic.ttion  or  re-printing:''  I  anfwcr,  excrcding:  hut  the  ad  of  re-printing  i* 
that  ceiuiniv  the  author  his  a  rea!  pre  -  nuiely  mechanical,  having  no  fimilaritf 
perty  in  the  matuifcript  of  hisown  wotk,  to  the  authoi’s  art  or  genius.  This 
iiut,  in  the  luture  ot  the  thing,  by  pub-  firms  alfo  an  immaterial  diftindion 
hcation,  he  gives  his  wor'i;  ti>  the  pui>-  7'he  moll  finpid  mechanic,  incapable  vi 
lie.  and  he  gives  the  fame  fpccies  of  pro-  auy  invention,  far  lefs  the  moft  fublimc 


petty  to  cveiy  irdividuil  who  huys  his 
l)v)ok,  which  he  had  in  the  original  copy 
befoic  publicaljcn.  'I'his  i«:  a  natuial,  h 
iticefii'y,  and  a  Ug.il  ctniiequei  cc  of  the 
f.ilc,  .and  it  h.i3hctn  to  undcrttiK'd  ar.tl 
leltlcd  le*  t'’r  fenf*  and  practice  of  na- 
t‘u  ns  c»ei  Uace  piinling  was  tt.ircKluctfl : 
bo  th  c  ver  y  tiran  who  purchaVi  s  a  book, 
lr>,in§  ll.ii thy  ut»i|uilliunably  ptcpiiclor, 


and  ufeful,  can  as  eafily  execute  a  ^ 
chine,  when  he  fees  tfic  model  or  ofigi" 
nal  c<> IT  petition,  as  the  mult  ignorant 
bookfellers  and  printers  can  make  a 
edition  of  a  bo<-k  without  any  ftiare  “ 
the  author's' tallc  or  gcniui.  There  ii 
pothing  can  be  more’fimilar,  than  tbf 
w  ork  cf  engraving  is  to  literary  cempo* 
fiiiou.  1  Will  ylullralc  tU$  propofiuo® 

.  »  ,  I'O*’*' 
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by  the  works  of  Mr  Hogartkt  who,  in 
niv  humble  opinion,  is  the  only  truly  o- 
T'pinal  author  which  this  age  has  produ- 
cidin  England.  There  is  hardly  any 
cnaraderof  an  excellent  author  which 
Is  not  juttly  applicable  to  his  works; 
what  compofilion — what  variety— what 
(tntimcnl — what  fane)— invention — and 
h'lmour — wedifcovcriii  all  his  pertor- 
manccs !  In  every  one  of  them  an  en- 
teriaming  hiftory.  a  natural  defeription 
of  characters,  and  an  excellent  moral : 

1  can  read  his  v^o:ks  over  ard  over,  iio^ 
rji'c*s  chaiaCicrlftic  of  excellency  in  wri¬ 
ting  ;  decies  repet ita  placehit^  and  e- 
very  time  I  penile  them,  I  difeover  new 
beauticb,  and  feel  frelh  enteitainmcnt. 
Can  I  fay  more  in  eommendation  of  the 
liteiarv  con»|u  litiuns  of  a  Bmtier  ora 
*SVv’///  P  There  is  j:reat  authority  for 
this  parallel.  The  Uglflalurc  has  confi- 
deicd  the  work"  of  authors  and  engra- 
\ti^  in  the  fame  light;  they  have  grant¬ 
ed  tlic  lame  proieCtion  to  both  ;  and  it  is 
rt'inaikable,  that  the  aCt  of  parliament 
for  the  protection  of  ihofe  who  invent 
new  engravii  gs  or  piints,  is  almrft  in 
thi  lime  words  with  the  aCl  for  the  pro* 
ttCtinn  and  encouragement  of  literary 
cornpofitions. 

The  llrang^  con fequtnces  which  would 
aritc  from  this  new  dodtrinc  of  (perpetual 
properly  in  authors,  have  been  well  ex- 
1  Uincd,  ard  have  great  weight  in  my 
(pinion.  1  lhall  mention  ibme  of  thofc 
conliquenccs  which  atfeCt  me  mod. — 
'i'here  is  either  an  abfolute  right  of  pro¬ 
perty  in  authors,  or  only  an  equitable 
claim  to  protection  and  exclufivc  publi¬ 
cation  for  a  limited  time. — The  laft  is 
agreeable  to  the  practice  ot  nations ;  and, 
1  think,  to  material  juftice  and  expedien¬ 
cy.  If  we  admit  the  fird,  it  is  an  unll- 
iiiiud  right  of  property,  and  mud  have 
all  the  efieCts  of  piopcriy  in  other  fub- 
jtCts.  Let  ns  try  this  literary  property, 
l)y  applying  the  principles  of  property  in 
other  fubjeCis  to  it.  This  i?  a  fair  ted 
to  difeover  if  it  be  current  and  legiti¬ 
mate  properly'or  not.  There  arc  three 
material  things  which  concern  property; 
ly/,  I'he  objects  or  fubjeCts  of  it. 

'J'he  manner  or  mode  in  which  it  is  con¬ 
veyed  among  the  living,  idly^  The  naan- 
ner  in  which  it  is  transferred  from  the 
(lead  to  the  living.  The  ordinary  fub- 
jccts  of  prc^pcriy  are  well  known,  and 
cifily  conceived.  We  have  lands  and 
tenements,  houfes  and  gardens,  fidiings, 
^nd  moveables  of  gicat  variety:  Dut 
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property,  when  applied  to  ideas,  or  li¬ 
terary  and  intellectual  compodtions,  is 
perfectly  new  and  furprifing.  In  a  law- 
tiaCt  npon  this  fpecies  of  property,  the 
divifion  of  its  lubjeCts  would  be  perfect¬ 
ly  curious;  by  far  the  mod  comprehen- 
dve  denomination  of  it  would  be  a  . 
property  in  nonfenfe.  It  mud  alfo  be 
branched  out  into  the  property  of  baw¬ 
dy,  blafphemy,  and  treafon.  For  an  in¬ 
dance,  we  might  fpccify  Mr  Wilkes's 
property  in  No.  45.  in  his  licentious 
Eday  on  Woman ;  and  in  his  abomi¬ 
nable  writings  to  inflame  and  divide  the 
minds  of  a  people  united  by  nature,  in- 
tered,  and  government.  By  the  juft 
principles  of  property,  no  man  can  lofe 
his  right  in  whole  or  in  part,  without 
his  own^  aCt  and  confent.  According 
to  this  principle,  I  cannot  think  it  would 
be  judiftablc  to  tranflate  a  book  with¬ 
out  the'  author’s  warrant ;  for  thereby 
you  take  the  benefit  and  profit  of  his 
compofition.  You*  take  his  ideas,  his  ' 
feufc  and  meaning,  which  is  really  hiS 
literary  property,  from  him;  as  if  I 
fhould  take  a  piece  of  cloth  from  a  ma¬ 
nufacturer,’  and  dye  it  of  a  different  co¬ 
lour;  1  Uave  taken  the  fubftance  from 
the  owner,  the  fuperdcial  appearance  is 
only  my  own.  This  pats  me  in  mind 
of  the  method  praClifed  by  Mr  Bayes  in 
the  RehearfaL  to  appropriate  other 
men's  wit.  Mr  Bayes  fiys,  “  1  take  a 
‘  book  in  my  hand;  if  there  is  any  wit 

*  in  it,  as  there  is  no  book  but  has  fome 
‘  wit,  if  the  wit  be  in  profc*  I  turn  it 
‘  into  verfe;  this  I  call  tretf\TverJing^ 

*  and  fo  1  make  it  viy  onvri  ;  if,  fays  he, 

‘  it  be  in  verfe,  I  turn  it  into  profc, 

‘  which  1  call  tranfprnfingt  and  m.ilic 
‘  that  my  own.”  Mr  Bayes  had  a  per¬ 
fect  idea  of  this  literary  property,  and 
had  a  method  of  dealing  wit  from  con- 
verfalion  loo.  “  1  go  (fays  he)  where 
‘  witty  men  refort;  fmakc  as  it  1  mind- 
‘  cd  nothing — do  ye  mark? — if  any  one 
‘  fays  a  good  thing,  pop!  1.  (lap*  it 
‘  down ; — and  fo  make  that  my  own 

*  too!” 

If  this  is  a  real  property,  it  mud  be 
theft  to  publiflt  an  author's  work  with¬ 
out  a  right  from  him.  Literary  proper¬ 
ty  makes  a  drange  figure  in  this  view* 
The  theft  of  all  other  property  mud  be 
gainful,  if  the  thief  efcape  with  impuni¬ 
ty  ;  but  this  is  a  perilous  theft  by  the  na¬ 
ture  of  it;  in  many  cafes  the'^thief  will 
be  a  lofcr  by  taking  the  author's  proper- „ 
ty ;  for  bookfdlers  know  well  that  mao/ 

•  .  '  •  •  \ 
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a  public^ition  Is  attenJed  with  lofs.  In 
x«oft  calcs,  it  wouli  be  but  petty  lar¬ 
ceny;  at  wurft,  in  a  very  few,  the  moft 
aggravated  and  capital  crime. — Who 
(ter^ls  from  common  authors,  ftc.ils  trafh ; 
Hut  he  who  fteals  from  a  Spenctr^  a 
Shjkefpcare^  or  a  Milton^  fteals  the 
iirc  of  heaven,  and  the  moft  precious 
yifls  of  nature. — So  wc  muft  have  new 
ttatutes  to  regulate  thjfe  literary  feio- 
iiica. 

Let  ns  pijfti  this  analogy  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  p'‘0|X‘rty  in  other  fubjects  a 
little  farther.  If  the  publication  of  a 
whole  w’oik  is  thelt,  to  publint  parts  of 
it  muft  alfo  be  theft ;  as  a  man  is  unde- 
3iiably  a  thief  who  ftcais  -five  guineas  out 
lif  my  puilV,  in  uhich  there  is  twenty : 
<^U)tation  is  therefore  literary  liieft. — 
I  have  always  believed  that  the  author  of 
•a  book  called  the  Elcrncrits  of  Criti- 
cifriy  is  an  ingeniotis  nian,'  and  a  very 
lionelt  ger.tlcman;  but  in  this  view  of 
tbe  matter,  he  lies  under  a  very  crimi¬ 
nal  chirgj;  every  p^gr  of  his  book  is 
ruiicheJ  wjlh  ijuoiaiions  from  the 
tiallieal  por  ts  and  other  authors. 

The  moft  perplexing  dlCiculfics  W'ould 
arife  by  the  iranfmiflion  of  this  property 
fnnn  the  dead  to  tlie  living.  By  the 
principles  of  ou*-  Inw,  a  man’s  moveable 
tftalc  is  inKlciftood  to  lie  in  honis 
J'itnHE  until  it  is  vefted  in  proper  form 
tn  the  perfott  w  ho  is  intitltd  to  lake  that 
fticcellion.  It  founds  oddly,  that  a  man’s 
ideas  and  his  literary  compolitions  fliould 
lie  in  bunis  dtfurMi*  Shall  letrning 
and  genius  l>r  vtfted  in  an  idiot  by  con¬ 
firmation  ?  But  there  are  more  lerious 
inconveniencics  and  incongroities  friun 
this  perpetual  fucceflion  in  literary  nro- 
periy.  By'  the  law  of  Scotland,  polTef- 
of  moveables  prefumes  properly,  and 
thi<  prt^perty  is  unembarraiTcd  by  any 
vritten  titles;  but  the  literary  property 
i.uift  for  C'er  be  tranfmitted  by  titles  in 
writing,  and  a  perpetual  progrefs  of 
lith-dieds  will  be  neceffary.  Though 
land  eftatcsarc  fecured  by  a  proper  title, 
;;nd  forty  years  poneffion,  which  can- 
Ik'  applicable  to  this  fpecics  of  pro¬ 
perty,  rn  the  courfe  of  time,  and  vaiunis 
f  iccenjons,  it  n.uft  happen  that  the  pro- 
peiiy  of  books  niuft  be  fplit  and  divided 
A  nong  a  vaft  and  irdefinite  number  of 
foarers.  Xo  puUllcatiou  can  lx:  legally 
made  .vithout  the  corrurrcr.ee  (vf  all  the 
c  uninon  proprietors;  for  it  is  an  indivi- 
fible  property,  and  the  inextricable  in- 
Coiivcnicac'x:  iiiilug  from  tliis  arc  ap¬ 


parent.  As  to  the  authorities  from  the 
law  of  England,  I  fhall  fay  little.  We 
muft  judge  from  our  own  laws,  and  our 
o  wn  ideas  of  property.  I  cannot  however 
think,  that  the  injun€lion»  in  chancery 
arc  to  be  conftdored  as  jurlgmcnts  ujion 
t  he  right.  Conliderations  of  equity^in  par¬ 
ticular  cafes,  may  afford  fufticient  ground 
for  a  temporary  injundtion,  without  (up. 
poling  a  perpetual  property.  The  Jfta- 
tute  of  Queen  Anne,  which  no  doubt 
extends  to  Scotland,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
no  foundation  of  a  juft  argument  on  ci¬ 
ther  iide  of  the  queftion  ;  for  the  faving 
clauft  exprefsly  leaves  the  point  of  any 
parate  right  w’hich  authors  may  claim  in¬ 
tire  and  undetermined.— Upon  the  whole, 

1  am  of  opinion,  that,  by  the  commos 
law  of  Scotland,  authors  have  no  pro¬ 
perty  or  perpetual  right  in  their  ivorki 
after  publication;  and  that  it  wouid  oei* 
thcr  be  juft  nor  expedient  to  allowil.* 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  WEEKjLf 

MAGA/.IKE. 

Rifu  inept 0  res  inept ior  nulU  ejf. 

Mart. 

SIR 

NdXYMOUS  and  abufive  letters 
arc  the  fpawn  of  cowards  and 
fc  •‘thhUrs^  and  cm  only  be  licked  into 
life  by  the  favour  of  the  prefs.  An  on- 
gcntecl,  malicious  and  virulent  attack 
on  H  body  of  men  in  this  place,  equally 
deftitute  of /f  or  cv//,  hath  appear¬ 
ed  in  your  Magazine,  P.  123.  The  au¬ 
thor  of  this  wretched  performance  fccmi 
to  be  one  of  thofc  odious  and  comcrap- 
tiblc  vermin  which  crawl  on  the  face  cf 
tiie  earth  to  difturb  the,  peace' and  .quiet  * 
of  maiddnd,  and,  in  the  haid  ftrainingi 
of  hiii  envenomed  pen,  hath  unwittii»fly 
done  the  members  of  the  Dundee  Spe¬ 
culative  Society  the  honour  of  being 
exceedingly  dull  upon  them. 

The  feveral  moral  virtues  and  libe¬ 
ral  arts  are,  if  I  miftakc  not, 
and  It  doth  not  appear  that  the  foctety* 
on  whom  he  looks  down  with  ftn'h 
avowed  Contempt,  has  monopolized  thefc 
virtues,  defiring  flielter  mily  under  the 
wingi.  of  fuch  worthy  patrons.  Thcfct 
Mr  Printer,  have  condefeended  to  vifit 
every  dcgri*c  of  mankind  ftnee  the  errt- 
tinn  of  the  world;  and  I  would  adrife 
this  w  hi  Ming  pretender  to  learnin^^ 
this  perjoncj  invigorated  underf  und* 
ing^  to  fay^tefs  about  education,  it  be- 
iug  very  impolitical  and  wt;ak  in  a  eWP 
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to  V.e  always  talking  of  gihhetSt  whofc 
father  was  hanged, 

I  have,  1  contcls,  neither  inclination 
ror  time  to  tierpafi.  on  the  public,  or  to 
enter  into  a  further  flii'ciillioii  of  this 
nutter  at  preJent.  The  fouutain*head 
it,  defiled;  and  it  is  no  pleafant  talk  to 
»;lp  in*»»  the  united  llrcarus  of  malcvo^ 
Uncey  difappoint-mentt  and  envy*  I, 
however,  take  leave  to  tell  him,  that  he 
would  he  better  employed  in  complcat- 
ing  his  ftudicb  in  the  fihooi  pf  vera^* 
city- 

Permit  me,  Mr  Printer,  to  conclude 
with  the  following  lines  from  Dr  Swift. 

True  fplertdor  gives  the  faired  nsaik 
To  poifon  d  arre^ws  from  the  daik. 

"Tis  fa«d  the  ginls  try’d  all  their  art. 

How  pain  they  might  from  plsafure 
part ; 

Put  little  could  their  drength  avail; 

BMh  till!  are  fallen’d  by  the  tail. 

Thus  fame  and  cenjure  witli  a  tether 
By  fiti  are  always  link’d  together. 


Why  will  you  aim  to  be  prefenr’d 
)n  wit  before  the  common  herd? 
And  yet  grow  mortify’d  and  vex'd 
I'o  pay  the  penalty  annex’d  ? 

’Tis  eminence  makes  envy  rife^. 

As  faired  fruits  attrad  the  flies. 

Yet  what  avails  it  to  complain  ^ 
You  try  to  take  revenge  in  vain.  , 
A  rat  your  iitmod  rage  defies, 
I’hat  fate  behind  the  wainfeot  lieu 
Sty,  did  you  ever  know  by  light 
In  cheefe  an  individual  mite : 

Shew  me  the  fame  numeric  flea, 
That  bit  your  neck  but  yederdav  t 
You  then  may  boldly  go  in  quelr. 
To  find  the  Orubdreet  poet’s  nelt. 
On  me  when  dunces  arc  Iktiric, 

1  take  it  for  a  panegyric. 

Hated  by  fools  to  hate^ 

Be  that  my  moitOy  and  my  fate. 
The  mod  efic<5tual  way  to  baulk 
Their  malice — is  to  let  them  talk. 


Yours,  &C. 
Dundee,  Feb*  i8. 


D. 


HISTORY  or  the  TIMES. 

February  17. — to  24* 
TURKEY  AND  RUSSIA. 

ConflantinopJe,  Dec,  10. 

''T^HE  retreat  of  the  Ruflians  over  the 
JL  Danube,  and  the  (hfeat  of  their 
rear-guard  by  Hifl’an  Pacha,  has  been 
afintiunced  to  the  public  by  the  dil'charge 
of  the  artillery  of  the  feveu  towers.  The 
lofs  uf  the  Ruffians  upon  this  occafion  is 
computed  to  be  4C00  men.  There  arc 
110  Ruffians  left  on  this  fide  the  Danube. 
When  Haflan  Pacha  wrote  an  account 
to  the  gtaiid  fignior,  he  defired  his  leave 
to  pafk  il»e  river,  and  harrafs  the  Riif- 
fians  in  their  winter  quarters;. to  which 
thefultan  not  only  confcnled,  but  like- 
wife  lent  order*  to  the  grand  vizir  to 
furnifli  Ilaflan  Pacha  with  25,000  volun¬ 
teers,  chiefly  cavalry,  and  the  pacha  of 
Widdin  is  to  fupport  him  with  all  his 
intaniry.  The  great  fuccefs  IDflan  Pa¬ 
cha  has  met  with  h-as  determined  the 
Porte  to  employ  him  holly  in  the  land 
tcrvice,  and  his  command  at  fc^s  given 
to  Mchemct  P.icha,  PreparilKHis  arc 
»akiug  for  another  attempt  againd  the 


Crimea,  in  which  wc  have  great  hopes  of 
fuccefs.” 

Vienna,  Jan,  ao.  “  Wc.havc  aur 
thentic  accounts  Here,  that  upwards  of 
10,000  of  the  Serafkief  of  Silidria’s  ar¬ 
my  has  pafled  over  the  Danube,  Troni 
Bulgaria  into  Moldavia,  and  are  encamp^ 
cd  w'ithin  a  feW  leagues  of  marflial  Koi 
manzow’s  bead-quarters,  which  arc  near 
Jafiy,  with  an  intent  to  harrafs  the  Rul- 
lians,  and  prevent  their  >  reiving  any 
fupplies  of  provifions;  they  liave  already^ 
fuccrcdcd  ifi  cutting  of  two  confiderable 
convoys,  and  will  prove  very  diftreflln^ 
to  the  RuiTiam  if  not  removed.  Mar*^ 
ibal  Romanzow  has  taken-  ipeafurea; 
and  made  difpoTitions'  for  difpcfielfin^ 
them,  which,  it  is  imagiaed>  ho  will  cf^ 
fea.” 

RUSSIA.* 

Mofedno,  Dec*  22.  “  It  was  on  tho 
borders  of  the  river  lichagen  that  th« 
revolt  firft  began  which  has  iince  fpread 
to  Cafan  and  Otenbourg.  The  rebels 
form  two  faction s^  to  whom  frvtrnl  f^oiilt 
colonies  on  the  Volga  have  joinetdl  them4 
ftlves.  The  feat  of  this  rebellion,  cm 
the  fide  of  Otenbourg,  is  the  ibrtrefs  of 
Ilizki,  and  towards  the  riser  Jaik^  U 
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the  town  of  Jallkoi  Goronock.  The 
former  Is  a  fmill  place  but  very  full  of 
iiihabitanis,  who  are  moftly  employed 
in  the  fait- works,  which  have  been 
lireatly  damaged  by  the  mutineers,  un- 
4.er  whofe  banners  mod  of  the  workmen 
have  enlided  themfelves.  The  lituation 
of  this  place  is  very  advantageous  for  the 
rebels,  being  defended  by  three  rivers 
and  ftrong  retrenchments.” 

Prifr/bur^ht  Jan.  i8.  The  revolt 
which  has  happened  in  part  of  this  em¬ 
pire  is  now  certainly  confirmed,  <18  the 
court  has  pubiilhed  a  manifefto  againd 
Jemelman  Pugatfeheff,  the-  chief  of  the 
rebels,  vi’ho  has  taken  upon  him  the 
pame  of  the  late  emperor  Peter  the  third, 
and  in  confequence  thereof  is  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  augment  his  party.  The  emprefs, 
to  quel!  this  fedition  at  its  fird  appear-' 
ance,  and  to  convince  her  fubic<ds  what 
imminent  danger  they  are  threatened 
with,  has  appointed  general  IVibikW  to 
jparch  at  the  head  of  a  large  det?chment 
of  troops  againd  the  rebels,  who  have 
been  darine  enough  to  attack  all  the 
troops  they  nave  met  with,  and  maffacre 
the  officers  in  a  mod  cruel  manner.  Her 
imperial  maiedy  further  hopes,  that  her 
faithful  fubjeCls  will  not  fufi'er  them- 
felves  to  be  feduced  by  evil  inclined  per- 
fons,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  perfuaded 
that  they  will  remain  fubjcdl  to  their 
law’ful  fovereign,  and  that  they  will  do 
all  in  their  pow’er  to  maintain  the  public 
tranquillity. —This  manifefto,  which  is 
dated  December  23.  1773  (O.  S.),  has 
been  fent  to  all  the  governments,  provin¬ 
ces,  and  towns,  throughout  the  empire.” 

DENMARK. 

Copenhagfnt  Jan.  28.  “  The  frod 
has  been  fo  fevere  in  this  country,  that 
all  the  canals  and  roads  are  intirely  co¬ 
vered  with  ice.  At  Corfoer  they  crofs 
the  harbour  and  the  road  with  heavy 
laden  waggons.  In  the  environs  of 
Arandahal,  (the  fnow  fell  four  or  five 
feet  high,  fo  that  the  wolves  frequciitiv 
run  into  the  villages  and  houfes,  and 
devour  the  people  and  cattle.  They 
have  carried  off  feveral  children. 

“  It  is  reported  here,  that,  very  early 
in  the  fpring,  feveral  of  our  iliips  of  the 
line  will  be  fitted  out  for  the  Ruffian 
fervice.” 

ITALY. 

VerJee^  Jan.  2.  “  The  merchants 
of  this  city  arc  in  a  great  condcruation 


fince  they  received  advice  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  feizing  three  Venetian  (hips,  from 
which  they  took  their  cargoes,  under 
pretence  of  their  being  Turkilh  proper¬ 
ty  ;  after  which  they  relcafed  the  fiaips 
and  their  crews.  Thcfc  (hips  were 
bound  for  the  Levant,  one  from  this 
place,  the  fecond  from  Ancona,  and  the 
third  from  the  Morea,  and  were  confign- 
cd  to  Greek  merchants  at  Smyrna,  who 
have  hiefFe«ftualIy  made  application  to 
have  the  cffcds  feized,  as  well  as  a  large 
fum  of  money  taken  at  the  fame  time, 
rerurned,  w  hich  they  have  declared  to 
belong  to  the  (ubjedts  of  this  republic.” 

Naples^  Jan.  tS,  “  We  received 
lately  very  difagreeablc  advices  from  Pa¬ 
lermo.  The  number  of  the  rebels  a- 
mounts  to  25,000  men :  they  will  not 
admit  any  provifions  to  be  brought  into 
the  fortrefs ;  and  it  is  greatly  feared  they 
will  commit  a  great  deal  of  mifehief,  io 
cafe  fufficient  troops  arc  not  fent  thither 
very  foon.” 

Turin,  Jan.  27.  “  The  affair  abont 
Mr  Macnamara’s  daughter  is  at  lift 
compromifed  to  the  fati^fadion  of  both 
courts.  The  girl  is  gone  from  the  houfc 
of  the  lady  where  Ihc  was  confined,  a- 
bout  a  year  ago,  by  the  orders  of  the 
late  king,  and  is  boarded  at  the  houfc 
of  a  merchant  of  Nice,  where  the  father, 
the  mother,  and  her  fifter,  arc  at  liberty 
to  take  the  part  ihe  chufes  by  her  own 
determination.”  , 

FRANCE. 

Paris.  Feh,  4.  “  Orders  have  been 
fent  to  Marfeillcs  to  puniffi  fcvercly  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  of  Augoumoi®, 
for  the  infult  offered,  and  confufion 
made  by  them,  at  the  play-houfe  there. 
[P.  250.] 

Paris,  Feh,  7.  Some  perfons,  accu- 
fed  of  being  concerned  in  an  unlawful 
correfpondence,  have  lately  been  jadg* 
ed  before  the  parliament  Five  of  them 
are  baniffied  for  five  years,  five  others 
reprimanded,  and  the  reft  difchaiged. 
Among  thofc  w’ho  were  fcutcnccd  to  be 
baniftied  was  a  young  lawyer,  whole 
wife  was  waiting  at  a  friend’s  houfc  to 
hear  her  hufband’s  fate,  and  finding  he 
did  not  return,  in  a  fit  of  dcfpair  ftablw 
herfelf  in  fiich  a  manner  with  a  kniftf 
Ibat  ffifllied  in  a  few  hours  after. 

“  It^Sow  faid,  that  tbc  marri^e  of 
the  prim^  of  Piedftiont,'  who  is  in  tl^ 
»3d  year  of  bis  age,  with  the  daapbw  • 
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fldeft  (ifter,  who  is  fn  her  17th  yfar,  is  " 
agreed  u,)on,  and  will  be  celebrated  iu 
the  fpring.” 

Hague,  Feh,  8.  "  Letters  from  Pa¬ 
ris,  of  the  4th  inft.int,  advife,  that,  a  few 
days  before,  the  duke  dc  la  Vrilliere,  fe¬ 
rret  arv  of  ftate,  went  to  the  marquis  dc 
M  ontevnard,  and  fignified  to  him,  on  the 
part  of  the  king,  his  difmifhon  from  his 
fecretaryfhip  of  ftate,  for  the  department 
of  war,  with  which  the  latter  immedi¬ 
ately  arquiefeed.  His  majefty  has  not 
yet  dlfpofed  of  this  port;  but  the  duty 
ot  it  for  the  prefent  diicharged  by  the 
d -ke  d’AigaiJlon.  Moft  people  are  of 
opinion,  that  he  will  foon  be  appointed 
to  it;  and  that  he  will  be  furceeded  in 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs  by  the 
abbe  de  la  Ville.  Thcfc  letters  add,  that 
d(*meftic  robberies  are  more  frequent  in 
Pitib  than  ever  was  known.” 

ENGLAND. 

London,  February  la.— toi9. 

House  oj  Commons.  February  14. 

[P-  »53  ] 

AT  about  five  minutes  part  three,  the 
houfe  being  informed  that  Mr  Woodfall 
attended  according  to  order,  he  was  cal¬ 
led  in  and  placed  at  the  bar,  when  the 
Ipeaker  acquainted  him  with  the  refolu- 
lion  which  had  pafled  relative  to  the  let¬ 
ter  in  Frrday’s  Public  Advertifer,  being 
a  Irdle,  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel. 

I'he  paper  which  contained  the  libel 
was  handed  to  Mr  Woodfall,  and  after 
being  alked  what  he  had  to  fay  in  his 
deteiice,  he  fpoke  nearly  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purport: 

“  Sir, 

“  I  received  the  letter  from  Mr  Home. 
I  was  the  more  induced  to  believe  the 
contents  true,  becaufe  I  faw  the  copies 
of  two  petitions,  the  one  figned  Tho¬ 
mas  dc  Grey,  Efq;  the  other  William 
Ti>oke,  Ef(];  I  did  not  read  the  former 
part  of  the  letter,  which  negltifl  will,  I 
hope,  be  imputed  to  that  hurry  which 
tne  nature  of  my  buhnefs  fubjedls  me 

The  clerk  having  taken  down  this  part 
of  hut  exculpat«iry  addrefs,  the  fpeaker 
alked,  “  If  that  was  alt  he  had  to  fay  in 
his  defence?”  He  replied,  During  the 
courfe  of  twenty  years  in  whkh  1  have 
been  in  bufincf ,  I  never  befliipncurretl 
the  difpleafureof  thi«  houfe^li^havc  vo¬ 
luntarily  obeved  the  fummon«,and  throw 
"Biytctf  upon  the  tncrcf  of  the  boufir.” 
VoL.  XXill. 


He  was  then  interrogated  by  a  mem*  ' 
ber,  “  Whether  he  knew  Mr  Harnc*§ 
chriftened  name?**  He  anfwcred  **  John.*^ 

“  Whether  Mr  Horne  was  a  clergyman  ?*^ 
His  reply  was,  “  he  is  deemed  fo.”  He 
was  qucltiuned  as  to  the  “  place  of  Mf 
Horne’s  reiidence,  and  the  profeflioo  he 
followed  ?”  He  anfwercd,  after  fome  he* 
Citation,  “  That  Mr  Horne  lived,  he  be¬ 
lieved,  at  Brentford,  and  officiated  as  cu¬ 
rate  there.” 

Mr  Woodfall  was  then  ordered  to 
withdraw,  and  the  debates  were  opened 
by  Mr  Herbert,  who,  after  expatiating 
largely  upon  the  enormity  of  chc  crime^ 
the  atrocioufiiefs  of  the  libel,  and  the 
neceffity  of  maintaining  the  privileges  of 
the  houfe  inviolate,  moved,  “  that  H.  S» 
\VoodfalI,  for  having  printed  a  falfe, 
fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel,  (liould 
he  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  the  fer- 
jeant  at  arms.” 

Mr  Oliver  arofe  to  vCndicatc  fome 
parts  of  the  letter,  which  he  alledged 
“  were  true,  others  falle;”  but  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  ftate  the  particulars  which 
he  believed  to  be  true,  he  was  interrup¬ 
ted  by  lord  North,  “  whoqueftioned  the 
propriety  of  the  proceeding,  as  milita¬ 
ting  agaiiift  a  point  of  order;  a  refolu- 
tion  having  pafled  nem*  con*  that  the 
letter  was  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  fedf- 
tloiis  libel,  it  was  now  too  late  to  entdr 
'upon  the  vindication  of  any  part  of  it.” 
The  houfe  unanimoufly  coinciding  with 
this  opinion,  Mr  Oliver  acqniefccd,  and 
Mr  Charles  Fox  arofe  to  move  an  a- 
mendment  to  Mr  Herbert’s  motiod, 
which  was,  “  that  inftead  of  being  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  cuftody  of  the  feijcant  at 
arms,  the  printer  fhould  be  committed 
to  Newgate.” 

A  debate  enfued.  Mr  Sawbridge  con¬ 
tended,  *•  that  if  confinement  to  New¬ 
gate  was  meant  as  a  punlfhment,  It 
would  turn  out  quite  the  reverfe,  as 
the  public  would  take  a  part  in  tht  Of¬ 
ferings  and  oppreffion  of  an  individual.'* 
Mr  Sawbridge  arraigned  the  whole 
proceeding,  aa  contrary  to  natural  juf- 
tice,  contrary  to  law,  repugnant  to  fHag- 
fta  charta,  and  altogether  inexpedient. 
He  laid,  **  the  true  conftitutional  orocefa 
in  matters  of  libel,  was  byindidtment : 
with  rerpedt  to  any  account  publifhed  in 
the  news-papers  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe,  notwithftanding  the  note  at 
the  bottom  of  the  votes,  cautioning  eve¬ 
ry  perfon  from  prefuming  to  print  the 
prooeediagi  of  pirliamnjt,  yet  (faid  Mr 


S.iwbpdpe)  1  do  affirm,  that  any  printer 
ba**  A  ri<hi  to  print,  and,  having  printed, 
tv  pubiilh  a  detail  of  ^^hai  in  this 

h*'ijfe.  1  have  yet  heard  no  reafon  af- 
lie.’fd  to  induiT  me  to  aiter  my  former 
opinion.  T.he  pie’.nt  proceedings  arc, 
to  my  comjirihenliiin,  equally  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  natural  rights-of  mankind, 
and  the  laws  of  the  land,  it  being  con¬ 
trary  to  either  that  a  party  Ihould  be 
accu!tr»  judge,  and  jur>  :  1  repeat  it  a- 
f  ..n,  that  there  is  a  courfe  of  legal  re¬ 
lit  el  ^  ojKn,  and  that  the  privilege^  now 
e  ,rtended  for  were  not  fo  much  as 
♦  nought  of  before  the  reign  of  Q^Eliza- 
brth,  who,  for  the  rtrft  time,  employed 
tnis  hotifc  as  ao  engine  of  opprclfion  a- 
gainft  thofe  who  had  made  ihemfelvcs 
cbni.xi'^ns  to  her.” 

Mr  Sa "bridge  then  faid,  “  that  he 
fcartd  this  was  but  a  prelude  to  fume 
eftVi^tiial  rtOraints  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs ;  it  that  was  the  cafe,  every  po¬ 
litical  happincf>  w  as  at  an  end.” 

Captain  Phipps-  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  in  the  courle  of  this  debate  about 
the  honour  of  this  houle.  F<  r  my  part, 
1  know  of  no  honour  but  d»lcharging 
the  truft  repv)fcd  in  us  with  fiJelity  I 
Mvi-ay ,  underftood  that  the  chief  bufinefs 
\vc  affemblcd  for  wa>  to  amend  or  de¬ 
clare  the  antient  laws,  or  frame  new 
cncs.  Any  thing  which  may  draw  us 
off  from  that,  does,  in  my  opinion,  di- 
re;5tly  tend  to  a  breach  of  our  duty. 
Great  pains  arc  taken  on  both  fidcs  of 
the  hoiiie  to  effei^t  this.  On  one  hand, 
irentlcmen  who  mean  to  make  them- 
fclvcs  confpicuous,  and  at  all  events  to 
court  pi^pularity,  contend  that  we  have 
■no  privileges  at  all ;  while,  on  the  other, 
thofe  who  cndcavoor  to  recommend 
Ihemfelvcs  to  the  Uvour  of  adminiflra- 
tion,  labour  with  eo/ial  follicitude  to 
embroil  us  in  unnectlfarv  difputes.  Re¬ 
fit  aints  have  been  deemed  neceflary  by 
iomc  gentlemerr  on  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  for  which,  in  iny  opinion,  there 
is  not  tlie  flighteft  foundation.  Every 
man  who  wilhcs  to  appeal  to  the  laws  of 
his  country,  may,  if  it  Ih*  not  his  own 
fault,  obtain  ample  rtdrefs  as  they  now 
A.ind,  cither  bv  action  tT  information. 
On  the  whole,  I  heartily  concur  in  the 
bonviurabk  geiHlemank  Tiotiun,  without 
the  propofed  amendment. 

Mr  Harbord  was  vehement  againft 
printers,  whom  he  termed  “  imp.s  of 
bell;”  and  laid,  “that  fuch  wretches 
Ihould  be  punilhed  iu  a  mauucr  iohiuie- 


ly  more  fcvetc  for  the  publication  of  Uw 
b^ls  than  the  authors  of  libel*  tbena 
felve..” 

Several  other  members  contended, 
“  that  as  the  man  had  obeyed  tbc  fum- 
mons  of  the  houfe,  fomc  lenity  ihould 
be  iliewn  him;  that,  had  he  retul'cd  obc-* 
dience  to  that  fummuns,  he  could  but 
have  been  committed  to  Newgate,  which 
was  the  utmoft  puniihment  the  houfe 
could  iiifli<5t;  and  to  punlih  a  man  who 
bad  behaved  with  fubmiiljon  in  the  fame 
manner  as- if  he  had  behaved  with  con^ 
tenxpt,  was  tyranny  in  the  extreme.” 

It  was  alfo  urged,  '*  that  a  commit 
ment  to  New'gate  w'ould  only  renew 
thofe  unhappy  differences  which  every 
friend  to  his  country  muft  wulh  never  a« 
gain  revived For  it  was  fuggefted, 
“  that  there  might  be  magiftratea  im¬ 
bibing  notions  fo  extraordinary,  ai  to 
induce  them  to  refufc  to  execute  the  or¬ 
der''  of  the  houfe.” 

Mr  Pnipps,  Mr  T.  Townfhend,  Mr 
Dtin.  fter,  Gov.  Johntton,'  Sir  jofeph 
Mawbey,.  and  feveral  other  memben^ 
wire  for  proceeding  in  the  ordinary  way, 
by  committing  to  the  cudody  of  the  fcr- 
jeant  at  arms,  and  releasing  the  man  ii 
a  few  ckrys  upon  application. 

A  very  long  debate  now  enfued.  Mr 
Fox  consented  to  give  up  the  amend¬ 
ment,  and  Ml  Herbert  partly  to  give  up 
his  motion.  General  Conway  moved 
that  the  journals  might  be  fearched  for  a 
precedent  to  judify  the  original  motion, 
but  as  none  full  in  point  could  be  bad, 
lo'd  North  inlidcd  that  it  ihould  be  with¬ 
drawn  to  make  w’ay  for  his,  otherwifc 
hr  would  infid  on  Mr  Fox’s  for  a  com" 
mitment  to  Newgaic;  but  the  fenfe  of 
the  houfe  appearing  to  be  on  the  other 
fide,  Mr  Herbert  refuled  to  withdraw 
his  motion ;  aod  the  quedion  being  pot, 
the  houfe  divided,  and  the  minifter  wai 
left  in  a  min'^rity  of  152  to  68. 

The  dividon  being  over,  a  motion  wii 
made  “  that  Mr  Hc^rnc  be  ordered  ,to 
attend  the  houle  tc-morrow  rooming.’ 
It  paffed  unanimouRy,  and  tbc  bouic 
broke  up  at  nine  o’cieck. 

Feh-  15.  The  fpeaker  took  the  cbiif 
at  half  pad  two,  and  the  order  of  the 
day  being  called  for,  Mr  Sanubri4g* 
feid,  I  rife  t-o  make  my  motion,*  accor- 
diug  to  ray  former  notice,  for  ftiortefi* 
ing  the  duration  of. parliaments.  Wert 
my  ideas  to  yrevail  on  tbc  preicnt  occ»* 
fion,  J  fhv'^uld  be  for  recurring  to  tb* 
original  cuouUuUuo^  when  aflcinr 
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biles  were  annual ;  but  in  the  prefent 
itate  and  difpohtion  of  things,  i  (hall 
move,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  making  them  triennial.  The  in- 
jnllicc  of  the  meaiure,  as  well  as  the  ve¬ 
ry  numerous,  and,  1  am  afraid,  fatal 
confcqiicnces  which  have  flowed  from 
extending  their  duration  to  leven  years, 
do  not  at  all  need  recapitidation.  Our 
heavy  and  ruinous  peace  eltablifliment,* 
the  enormous  weight  of  our  public  debta, 
the  very  alarming  ftate  of  our  .flnances, 
and  the  etted  of  all  thefc,  the  progref- 
fional  fall  of  our  funds,  form  but  part  of 
the  melancholy  pidurc  that  might  be 
drawn.  Befides  the  above,  he  traced  the 
conOitution  to  its  earlieft  foundation,  as 
laid  by  Saxons,  and  animadverted  with 
great  feverity  upon  fomc  of  the  ads  of 
the  prefent  parliament.  The  motion 
was  feconded  by  Mr  Oliver,  and  no  re¬ 
ply  being  made,  the  queftion  was  called 
fur,  and  the  huule  divided,  ayes  94; 
Dues  2ZZ. 

Feb,  16.  Mr  Charles  Fox,  Mr  Spea¬ 
ker,  the  iliare  I  have  hitherto  taken  in  the 
matter  of  libels  that  has  lately  occupied 
the  attention  of  this  houie,  calls  upon 
me  at  prefent  to  take  notice  of  a  frelh 
libel,  of,  if  poflible,  a  yet  more  mifehie- 
VUU5  and  deteflable  nature  than  that  for 
Vvhich  you  have  already  piiniihcd  one 
pt inter.  Sir,  the  paper  I  allude  to  is 
oiK  that  I  have  in  mv  hand  ;  it  is  a  letter 
in  the  Public  Advertifer  and  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  this  morning,  flgned  ^ 
i^outlyBriton.  Sir,  I  efteem  it  one  of 
the  highefl  and  moil  atrocious  calum¬ 
nies — one  of  the  vileft  libels  on  the  con- 
Aitution  of  this  country  that  ever  was 
pubiifhed.  It  is  not  an  abufe  of  this 
pcriun  or  that  perfon,  it  is  upon  thecon- 
Aitution  of  this  kingdom:  it  is  a  libel 
upon  the  glorious  revolution  in  1688, 
and  ternis  it  cxprcfsly  a  rebellion  againft 
king  James.  Sir,  I  am  fo  much  an  ene¬ 
my  to  all  libels — to  all  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs — though  a  friend  to  the  liberty 
of  it,  that  it  induces  me  to  bring  libels  of 
all  denominations  on  the  carpet,  i  am. 
Sir,  expretsly  for  putting  a  flop,  and  an 
effedual  one,  to  fo  fcandalous  a  pradice. 
This  !  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  is  of 
fuch  an  abominable  natuie,  that  1  am 
cc»r»fident  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in 
this  houfe  who  will  difagree  with  me  on 
the  (X'cation.  I  think,  Sir,  it  will  occa- 
fion  no  debate :  1  am  lure  it  will  be  a 
dilhonour  to  the  houlie  if  there  (hould  be 
ou  it.  TbC'  great  RovoliUioo 


was  the  «ra  of  the  liberties,  of  the  hap-' 
pinefs  of  Britain;  it  was  an  aera  which 
demands  every  tribute  of  honour  and 
applauie  that  the  heart  of  man  can  give 
and  he  ill  defer ves  a  feat  in  this  houfe^ 
who  can  tamely  fit  and  fee  the  mod  i  q  i 
famous  libels — the  mod  licentious  «cur- 
rility  daily  exerciicd  on  the  event  to 
which,  of  all  others,  this  country  owe# 
the  mod:  I  therefore  dcfirc,  as  a  foun 
dation  for  a  motion,  that  the  papers  be 
read.  [H^rc  the  papers  were  read,  both 
Public  Advertifer  and  Morning  Chroni-' 
clc)*  Now,  Sir,  1  move  that  the  laid 
letter  is  a  falle,  Icandalous,  and  trait 
rous  libel  on  the  conflitution  of  this 
country,  fending  to  alienate  the  minds- 
of  his  majedy*s  fubjeds.  Carried  //#///. 
cvn,‘  Alfo  that  the  attorney-general  be 
direded  to  prolecutc  the  authors,  prin¬ 
ters,  and  publiiliers  of  the  fatd  papers. 

*  Mr  Thomas  Townjh^nd,  Mr  Speak ! 
er,  1  do  not  rife  to  oppole  this  motioe 
abfolutely,  though  1  think  J  have  an  ob- 
fervation  to  make  on  it  that  is  worth 
this  houfe*s  attention;  it  is  the  amazing 
(lupidity  of  the  performance  that  lias 
now  been  read;  there  ^s  neither  wit,- 
fenfe,  fpirit  nor  underdsnding  in  it.  1 
think,  Sir,  it  is  too  contemptible  for  our 
notice.  But,  Sir,  now  4  am  upon  my 
legs  I  cannot  avoid  making  a  few  re¬ 
marks  on  the  honourable  gentleman  be¬ 
ing  fo  alTiduoiis  to  bring  this  poor,  dcl- 
picable  South*Briton  to  punilhmeot,  af¬ 
ter  permitting  fo  many  limilar,  and  more 
pernicious  ones  to  walk  at  large.  Sir,  I 
well  know,  that  from  the  couvidion  and 
punilhment  of  Dr  Bnebbearc,  to  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  no  papers  of  this  kind 
have  been  taken -notice  of.  But,  Sir,  the 
the  very  contrary  baa  been  the  cafe;  the 
revilers  of  the  revolution — of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  revolution— of  the  men  whp 
brought  about  the  revolution  have  been 
applauded,  revered,  even  penfloned;  and 
to  fuch'acondud  it  is  owing,  perhaps* 
that  we  have  now  that  defpicabte  libd 
on  the  table.  Br  Shebbeare  and  Dr 
Johnlon  have  been  pentioned,  but  this* 
wretchad  S  iuth-Briton  is  to  be  profecu- 
trd.  Sir  !  all  three  write  with  the  fame 
tendency — with  the  fame  aim— with  the 
fame  ^irit:  they  all  have  vitifled  the  re- 
wolutiiiA,  and  have  libele  d  the  principles 
which  effrded  it.  Dr  Jt)hnlbn  wrote  a 
pamphlet,  in  which  he,  too,  advanced 
pofitions  which  deferved  punilhment. 
Dr  Johnfon  was  penfloned  by  admiui* 
lUatiul.  Df  JoLaioo  publtiiica  aiecemd 
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to  ,  I  (hall  think  it  my  duty  to  pay  o*» 
Udicnce.”  The  meflengvr  was  then 
alkt-d,  “  whether  Mr  Horne  put  the 
futnmonfc  in  his  prKket  V*  He  laid,  “  He 
left  him  with  it  in  his  hand.”  Mr  dc 
G*  ty  afked,  “  If  any  i>erfons  were  prt- 
fent  at  the  above  difeourfe,  and  if  the 
intlTef'jtcr  knew  any  of  them?”  He  faid, 

there  Wire  three  perfons  prefent 
“  Did  he  know  them “  One  of  them 
(lit*  laid)  wa^  Mr  Alderman  Oliver,  a 
member  t>f  that  h'  ufe,  but  he  did  not 
know  any  of  the  others.”  He  w’aa  or¬ 
dered  to  withdraw. 

Mr  Htrhett  then  moved,  “  that  the 
rtv.  J  ihn  Horne  be  taken  into  cuft(xly 
t>f  tuc  Serjeant  at  Arms;”  but  Sir  Flet¬ 
cher  told  him,“  that  hid  they  muft  come 
to  a  refolution  of  his  being  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  of  that  houfe.” 

Drbites  enfued,  whether  Mr  Horne 
hid  been  guilty  of  contempt  to  that 
huuft  ornoi?  after  which  the  queftion 
was  called  ft»r,  and  it  pafled  by  a  majori¬ 
ty,  “  that  the  rev.  John  Horne  fhould 
be  taken  into  the  cultody  of  the  Serjeant 
ai  Arms,  and  that  the  f{)eaker  Ihould 
forthwith  iil'ac  his  warrant  for  that  pur- 
pofe.” 

Feb,  17.  The  order  of  the  day  was 
read,  and  Mr  Ciementfon,  deputy  ferjeant 
at  arms,  called  in,  who  laid  **  he  went 
yifteidaytoMr  Tooke’s  houfe  in  Scr- 
je  int’i-Inn,  and  had  Mr  Horne  in  cufto- 
dy  in  one  of  the  rooms  belonging  to  that 
houfe.”  The  fpeaker  informed  the  houfe, 
that  w'hcn  the  priloner  w'as  brought  to 
the  bar,  no  quedions could  be  propofed 
to  him  but  from  the  chair.” 

Mr  objected  much  to  their. 

pr(x:ecding8;  faid  “they  were  throughout 
illegal;  that  they  had*  no  right  to  forni 
thcmfelves  into  a  criminal  court  of  judi¬ 
cature;  that  they  had  voted  Mr  liurnc 
gutUy  of  a  breach  oi  privilege  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  that  houfe,  before  they  knew 
he  was  guilty;  that  they  had  begun  with 
condemning  a  man  before  he  had  been 
tried ;  and  if  that  was  their  manner,  let 
them  go  on  and  profper.” 

Mr  Horne  was  then  ordered  in,  and 
made  a  long  defence  to  that  part  of  his 
accufation  which  tended  to  his  holding, 
the  houfe  in  contempt.  He  faid,  “  he 
hoped  his  letter  to  the  clerk  of  the  houfe, 
his  anfwcr  to  the  meflenger,  and,  above 
all,  the  readinefi  he  had  die  wed  in  be¬ 
ing  taken  into  cullody  to-day,  would 
prove  that  he  did  not  hold  that  houfe  in 
•oaiempL”  He  was  ordered  to  with¬ 


draw,  and  Mr  Oliver  made  a  motion*^ 

“  that,  as  Mr  Hiirne  had  exculpated 
himfeir  from  the  charge  allcdged  againft 
him,  of  holding  that  houfe  in  contempt*, 
he  now  difeharged  from  the  cuftpdf 
of  the  icrjcant  at  arms.”  A  Arong  de¬ 
bate  enfued,  “  Whether  the  above  mo¬ 
tion  lb ou id  be  put  or  not  ?”  which  w(at 
carried  againlt  Mr  Oliver. 

{^Sequel  of  theft'  proceedings  in  our 
next.2 

S  C  O  T  L  A  N,D. 

Edinburgh,  February  m*  • 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  Londtn%  . 

Feh.  18. 

“  On  Tuefday  the  houfe  of  lords  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  the  great  caufe  of  Li  t  f  rar Y’ 
Property.  The  lord  chancellor  ac¬ 
quainted  the  houfe,  that  the  judges  were 
divided  in  their  opinions,  and  alked  if  it 
was  agreeable  that  they  fliould  deliver; 
their  opinions  feparately.  This  bein^ 
agreed  to,  Mr  Baron  Eyre  began,  and** 
with  great  judgment,  learning,  and  inge¬ 
nuity,  gave  his  opinion  clearly  for  the 
appellants,  and  flicwed  that  an  exclulive 
right  in  books  never  did  cxiA*  by  the 
common  law  of  England:  A  right  to 
appropriate  ideas,  the  baron  obferved, 
was  a  right  to  appropriate  fomething  fo 
ether mI  as  to  elude  definition  ;■  fo  intel- 
leiftual  as  not  to  fall  within  the  limits  of 
the  human  mind  to  deferibe  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy.  Ideas,  if  conver¬ 
tible  into  objects  of  property,  fhould 
bear  fome  faint  fimilitude  to  other  ob- 
jeds  of  property;  yet  they  did.  not  bear 
any  fucb  fimilitude;  they  were  altoge¬ 
ther  anomalous:  they  could  not  paf»  by* 
defeent  to  heirs;  they  were  not  liable  ta 
bequcA ;  no  charaderiAic  marks  re¬ 
mained  whereby  to  afeertain  them;  and, 
could  fuch  Incorporalities,  not  fubjed  to 
any  one  of  the  conditions  which  conAitu- 
ted  the  very  cfTence  of  property,  origi¬ 
nal  or  derivative,  be  liable  to  cxclufive 
appropriation  by  any  right  founded  in 
the  common  law  ?  The  baron  obferved* 
that  the  exclufive  appropriation  of  litera- 
rary  works  was  nothing  elfe  than  a  mo- 
nopoljt  againA  every  kind  of  which  the 
Aatutc  of  James  1.  had  fufificieotly  pro¬ 
vided.  He  likcwife  (hewed,  that,  previ-  . 
0U8  to  the  invention  of  printing,  no  idea 
of  fucb  a  common  law  right  had  cxiAcdp.. 
and  that,*  after  that  invention,  authora. 
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land  hsp  bfen  ranfackfd  for  it  to  no 
piirp>rc*;  wc  ihcr  is  there  the  IcaA  vef* 
tij:c  »»r  It  in  any  decihon  in  any  court  of 
law  in  England,  or  of  the  world,  except 
in  'he  Uti  dccilV>n  of  the  King's  bench. 
The  fict  IS,  that  this  chimerical  right  is 
dtrcdly  contrary  to  the  common  law  of 
EiigUml,  and  of  every  kingdom  on  earthy 
and  to  comnaon  fenfe.  We  arc  gravely 
told,  there  arc  fomc  traces  of  it  to  be 
found  in  the  bye-laws  of  the  ftationers 
c-Muprny.  If  that  is  true,  it  will  bind 
the  members  of  that  company,  but  can 
hive  no  effcift  againfl  ftrangers.  Arc 
the  judges  of  thiR  realm  to  be  taught  law 
by  Mie  ftationer’s  company?  or  will  the 
force  of  theic  bye  laws  i>c  ftrong  enough 
toovciiujn  the  liw  of  the  Und  ?  Such 
uii  a>  art  the  moft  abfurd  that  ever  have 
bten  hatched  in  the  brain  of  man.  lie 
came  next  to  the  aiit  of  c^uecn  Anne, 
which  vetted  a  property  in  authors  for  a 
limited  lime.  He  faid,  that,  as  fomc  of 
his  brother  judges  had  endeavoured  t® 
explain  away  this  ftaiute  by  new  and 
and  unheard-of  glidfcs,  he  would  take 
the  liberty  to  read  the  wh»lc  of  it  over. 
He  Hopped  at  every  claiifc,  (hewed  the 
fimplc  and  true  meaning  of  it,  and  re¬ 
moved  every  doubt  which  had  been  ur¬ 
ged  againfl  the  word«  and  couftrudlion- 
of  it:  The  term  of  the  giant  was,  he 
faid,  for  fourteen  years,  and  no  longer^ 
and  it  could  not  be  proteded  by  law  an 
hour  longer,  unlefs  the  author  outlived 
the  firft  fourteen  years,  and  then  it 
iurned  for  another  term  of  fourteen 
years  to  him  alone,  but  not  to  heirs  or 
executors.  Much  ftrefs  had  been  laid 
on  the  favjng  daufe  near  the  end,  which 
they  had  been  plcafed  to  call  a  Jalve  of 
the  common-law  right.  This  he  very 
ably  confuted  by  many  convincing  argu¬ 
ments  ;  one  of  them  was,  that,  in  caic 
that  interpretation  was  found,  then  the 
ad  would  read  thus:  We,  the  King, 
Loidi,  and  Commonti,  grant,  or  veil  in 
authors,  a  property  in  their  works  for 
fouricen  years,  and  no  longer  :  Pro¬ 
vided,  nevcrthclefs,  that  they  ^all  have  a 
perpetual  excluhvc  right  at  common 
lanss  for  evtr  !  Almoft  every  word  fpoke 
by  Mr  Baron  Perrot  was  emphatical  and 
dccilivc. — Mr  Juflice  Gould  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  and  Mr  liaron  Adams, 
fpoke  after  him;  uled  many  of  the  lame 
arguments,  and  were  bo^h  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  exclufive  right  contend- 
cd^for  was  never  knuwm  to  ttve  common 
Uw  of  Eoglaiid:  but^  fuppoUog  it  had 


exifled,  the  ftatute  of  the  of  qocctt 
Anne  took  it  away,  and  gave  an  ample 
and  reafunable  provifion  for  authors  t 
that  no  author  connplaiocd  of  it,  and  • 
that  the  preient  contcfl  was  between 
bookicllers;  and  that,  if  the  monopoly 
was  '‘xtended  faither  than  granted  by 
that  ftatute,  it  wai^  both  iUcgal,  and  an 
encroachment  oo  the  common  rights  of 
mankind. 

“  Nine  judges  have  now  given  theif 
opinions,  nve  of  them  againft  the  perpe* 
tual  monopoly,  viz.  Mr  Baron  £yrc,  Mr 
Juftice  Naret,  Mr  Baron  Perrot,  Mr  Juf- 
tice  Gould,,  and  Mr  Baron  Adamf.— 
Four  are  for  a  perpetual  mono^ly,  via. 
Juftices  Afhurft,  Blackftone,  WiUes,  and 
Alhioii.— Lord  Chief  Baron  Smyth*. 
Chief  Juftice  de  Grey,  and  Lord  Mau(-  ' 
held,  are  to  give  their  opinions  on  Mon* 
day,  to  which  the  houfc  of  lords  it  ad¬ 
journed.” 

John  Dick,  who  was  lately  apprehend* 
cd  at  London  by  the  activity  of  Sir  John  0 
Fielding,  fur  uttering,  in  Neweaftle,  a 
counterfeit  note  of  the  banking  company 
of  Aberdeen,  was  brought  to  that  place 
lad  week,  in  order  to  be  tried  at  their 
next  afli'Aes,  or  to  bc-fent  to  Scotland  to 
take  his  trial  there. 

Extra  fl  of  a  letter  from  Perth% 

Feb,  IS* 

**  Wc  bad  »  tremenduous  feene  heie 
yefterday.  The  river  Almond  broke  ve¬ 
ry  early  in  the  morning,  and  brought 
d*>wn  a  great  quantity  of  ice,  which  wa® 
(tupped  by  that  from  the  river  Tay,  above 
the  North  Inch,  and  raifed  fo  high  a 
dyke  there,  as  fo  throw  the  water  and 
the  ice  on  the  Muirtowo  low  ground® 
and  the  North.  Inch,  till  they  were  quite 
covered.  The  mam  ftream  coming 
down  the  Inch,  was  thrown  weftward 
by  the  ice  y  and,  being  ftopped  by  Mr 
Robertfon  of  TilUbelton’s  garden*  wall* 
and  the  rnuff-fnill,  it  forced  its  way 
through  the  Biackfriar's  yard  and  dyke* 
and  fo  iuto  the  lead  at  the  weft  end  of 
the  tannery ;  thence  it  divided*  part  rufv- 
ning  down  the  lead  to  the  river,  and  the 
reft  weftward,  as  far  as  the  New-row,  fo 
that  the  town  was  quite  furrounded* 
The  ice  in  the  bed  of  the  river  contin®- 
cd  rifuig  alt  this  time,  but  without  break* 
ing,  till  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  the 
river  rofe  higher  than  ever,  and  broke 
with  a  loud  notfe  like  cannon,  which 
alarmed  the  whole  town.  The  water 
was  fo  high  as  to  throw  a  great  many" 
toas  of  kc  over  the  parapet  ai  ihe  north 


I 


288  The  WEEKLY 

fhorc  towird*  thf  high-ftrcct,  where  we 
were  obliged  to  take  to  our  heels,  left 
we  had  been  crufhrd  to  pieces.  At  the 
coal  fliore,  the  water,  in  a  minute’s 
time,  rofe  at  leaft  two  feet?  the  boats 
come  as  far  as  the  pert.  All  the  fhips 
were  thrown  on  Hiore  ;  and,  by  getting 
them  off  this  morning,  they  have 
tained  much  damage;  one  in  particular 
funk  directly,  by  fractures  in  her  bottom. 
Tne  flood  has  done  much  dam«age  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  low  houfes  on  the 
nortk-lide  of  the  town,  who  w’erc 
brought  out  of  them  in  boats.  It  came 
over  the  wall  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Korth  Inch,  and  has  almoft  deftroyed 
the  w'hole  avenue  of  trees  on  the  fide  of 
the  road.  The  Tay  is  now  running  wi¬ 
thin  its  ufual  banks,  but  has  left  fo  much 
ice  on  the  inches  as  wuli  make  the  roads 
there  impalf/tblc  for  fonr»e  time.  The 
bridge  remained  immoveable,  though 
the  river  rofe  a  confiderable  way  above 
the  fpring  of  the  arches,  and  brought 
dow  n  huge  pieces  of  ice  with  it.” 

By  another  letter  from  Perth,  we  learn, 
that  the  water  rofe  about  25  feet  above 
the  l»ed  of  the  river,  and  part  of  the  p.i- 
Tapet-wall  of  the  bridge  was  carried 
away,  but  no  other  damage  done  to  the 
bridge. 

On  Thurfday  laft,  his  majefty’s  pardon 
came  down  by  exprefs  to  James  Baillie, 
upon  whom  fcntence  of  death  was  lately 
renewed  for  returning  from  trarifpMrta- 
lion,  upon  the  following  condition  :  That 
be  is  now  to  be  banilhed  to  the  planta¬ 
tions  for  life,  and  his  fervice  adjudged 
for  feven  years. 

On  Frida V  was  tried  before  the  court 
of  exchequer,  an  ai^lion  at  the  inftance  of 
AlciT''^'  R<»bcrtfon8  and  Co.  merchants  in 
P  trtfoy,  againft  the  collector  and  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  cuftoms  at  Aberdeen,  con- 
. eluding  for  damages  on  account  of  their 
having  detained  in  the  king’s  ware- 
houfes  a  confiderable  quantity  of  wine, 
the  property  of  the  plaintiffs,  which  they 
d’d  not  mean  to  enter  for  home-con- 
fumption,  and  afterward*?  fellinc  the 
fame  for  payment  of  the  dutict?  liable  to 
•  be  paid  for  fuch  wine-?  when  entered  in¬ 
wards.  The  plaintiffs  had  brought  a 
•carg  »  of  wines  from  abroad,  part  of 
which  was  intended  for  h'»me  coniump- 
tion,  and  part  for  exportation.  The  du¬ 
ties  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  intended 
f«>r  hi'me-confiimption  were  paid,  and 
the  plaintiff*  infifted  the  remainder  of 
the  cargo  Hiuuld  be  exported  according 
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to  its  original  deftination.  This  wai 
however  refufed,  and  the  wine  lodged  in 
the  king’s  warchoufes,  and  fold  tome 
time  thereafter  for  payment  of  the  du¬ 
ties.  It  was  alledged  for  the  defendants, 
that  the  ftory  of  exporting  the  wine! 
was  only  a  ftneffe  to  cover  a  fmuggling 
adventure;  but,  upon  a  clear  proof  of 
the  contrary,  the  jury  returned  a  verdid 
for  the  plaintiff:,  of  611 1.  8  «.  3  d.  being 
the  price  of  the  wines. — The  coun<el  f,f 
the  plaintiff,  w»ere,  Mr  David  Rae,  Mr 
Andrew  Crofbie,  and  the  hon.  Mr  Alex- 
ander  Gordon. — For  the  defendants,  Mr 
Solicitor  Diindas.  Mr  Alexander  Wight, 
Mr  Alexander  Murray,  and  Mr  John 
Pringle. 

Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  member  of  par¬ 
liament  f"r  this  city,  has  given  200 1.  to 
the  collection  now  carrying  on  f  *r  the 
fupnort  of  the  Charity  Work-houfe. 

The  fociety  of  cadies  have  contribn- 
ted  four  pcMinds  for  the  ufe  of  the  laid 
Work-houTe, 

MARRIAGE. 

Feb.  15.  At  London,  Samuel  John- 
fton,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Heftcr  Napier,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  right  hon.  lord  Napier  of 
Lewes  in  Suffex. 

DEATHS. 

Jan.  — .  At  Lifbon,  James  Short,  Erq; 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  Mr  James 
Short,  optician. 

Feb.  8.  At  Dunkirk,  in  the  ir4th  year 
of  his  age,  Thomas  Lelkay,  Efq;  a  capi¬ 
tal  meichant. 

10.  At  Sanquhar,  Mr  James  Flemitig 
fiirgeon,  and  mafler  of  the  mafon  lodge 
in  that  place. 

14.  At  London,  aged  91,  the  marchio- 
nefs  dc  Mv>ntandre.  Her  ladyfhtp  was 
daughter  to  the  late  M.  de  Spanheioif 
ambaffador  from  the  court  of  Bcrl^  in 
the  reign  of  George  I 

Tj.  At  ditto,  Mifs  Grofrenor,  fitter  of 
the  right  hon.  lord  Grofvenor. 

16.  At  Edinburgh,  Mr  William  Hep¬ 
burn  fiirgeon. 

17.  AtKirkbraehead,  nearEdiftborgh, 

the  hon.  Mt  s  Anne  Gray,  wife  of  Wil*  ^ 
liam  Gray  of  Ballcdgarno,  Efq; 

18.  At  Edinburgh;  dame  Amelia  Ltnd- 
fay,  reli<?t  of  the  dtceafcd  Sir  Alclioder 
L;ndfay  of  Evclick,  Bart. 

[The  length  of  the  important 

Woodfall,  Horne,  and  Literary  Pr^ 
perty,  have  obligctd  us  to  poftpowe  ^ 
more  trifling  and  vague  fcrtp*  ^  i 
reign.  ihtelligCQCC.] 


